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heavy burden for their daily life
but | could help them nothing.
Along the way to Pyindaw Oo we
crossed 5-6 some big villages but
2-3 villages were gone because
most of the houses and huge
churches were burnt. 2-3 army
gates and 2 guerillas gates but
they did not make us problem
when they saw our car that

we wrote Muir School for the
Deaf in Burmese and English.

No checking. The school has

two small pigs and there are 35
children.

Yangon Deaf Church is running
well. This time is rainy season and
many of church members got flu
and sick. Our country is still in not
grow up/still sick and so our daily
life is getting harder and harder.

We need much your prayers
and support:
1. Our country can step up in
prosperity and peacefully
2. The school could run peacefully
3. Our Church can grow up in
Spiritual and physical strength

Christmas Cards

Sponsors who wish to send Christ-
mas cards to students should write
both the student’s name and your name
on the envelope and mail it to DMI,
c/o Osaka Christian Center, 2-26-47
Tamatsukuri, Chuo-ku, Osaka 540-0004
before November 10. DMI Japan will
mail the cards to the respective schools
in time for Christmas.
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Alison Visits Fiji

DMI UK representative Alison
Hayes visited Fiji with her husband Paul
in June on a trip to ‘spy out the land’
and discover the needs of the Deaf in
the Pacific Islands. She did an outstand-
ing job, and the groundbreaking work
that she has done will form the basis of
our ministry to the Deaf in the Pacific
Islands in the months and years ahead.
There are tens of thousands of Deaf and
hard of hearing people in the Pacific
Islands — 4,000 in Fiji alone — and not a
single Deaf Church among them! What
a travesty! We must address this. Alison
reports that there is a dire need for Deaf
people in the Pacific Islands to know the
Christian faith, but the infrastructure
to hear the gospel, receive an education,
or prepare for employment has been
poorly, if at all, developed.

Alison visited the Bible Society
of the South Pacific in Suva, the Fiji
Association of the Deaf and the Gospel
School for the Deaf. The Bible Society
has been doing excellent work translat-
ing the Bible into Fijian sign language,
and there remains a great need for the
Bible to be translated into sign language
for the Solomon Islands, Kiribati and
other countries and territories. Our
vision is to work in a complementary
fashion with the Bible Society of the
South Pacific and other missionary
organisations. As they translate the Bible
for the Deaf, we aim to train the local
Deaf in Christian ministry and plant
churches.

Alison visited one church in Suva
which provided Deaf interpretation. She
said the whole service was more than
two hours long and extremely boring
for all the Deaf. The interpreter missed
out much of what was being preached.
Alison went upstairs to visit the Sunday
school children, but they were only
colouring pictures. She asked them if
they were receiving any gospel teaching
or activities or were able to understand
the signing in the service. They said no.

Alison reports, “One of the most
touching moments from this visit came
from the San Isidro School for the Deaf
in the Solomon Islands. A volunteer
visited the school and showed the
students and teachers a sample of the
newly translated Scripture video in Sign
Language. The response was emotional
and deeply encouraging. Students and
teachers shared how clear, engaging, and
easy the video was to understand. For
many of them, it was the very first time
they had ever seen the Word of God
presented in their own sign language.”

BDA five-year plan of transition

The leadership team and board of
DMI International have approved a
five-year plan to transition the Bicol
Deaf Action school in the Philippines
from a K-12 facility to an adult educa-
tion facility and seminary for the Deaf.

Student numbers at the school
are dropping. Owing to the increase
in special education classes in public
schools and a natural decline in the
number of Deaf people in the region,
student numbers have dropped from
over 100 just ten years ago to about 40
now. Nearly all of those 40 students
are in the middle and senior schools. If
the current trend continues (which we
expect it will), in five years’ time when
those students have graduated, we will

no longer have a school.

While this is devastating in some
respects, it gives us the opportunity for
some exciting development. We plan
to develop BDA in two capacities. The
first is an adult education facility which
will provide adult Deaf students with
signing courses and vocational training
in baking, hairdressing, sewing, mas-
sage, hospitality and technology. The
school is already largely set up to teach

these courses.

The other facility planned is a
second seminary for the Deaf. Neville’s
vision was to see three seminaries for
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the Deaf established on three different

continents.

We opened our first in Rwanda
in January this year — the Africa Deaf
Christian College — and are pleased to
see the first cohort of students doing
well. We would like to see BDA host
the Asian Deaf Christian College right
there on its campus. With that, we hope
to draw students from all over Asia
to study in Christian ministry before
returning to their home countries to
plant new Deaf churches or strengthen
existing ones. We are aiming to com-
plete the transition and open the centre
and seminary in 2031.

Myanmar Update

Myanmar Director Pa Lian writes to
us with his usual candor and optimism,
bringing words of hope in a country
that is deeply hurting. We include his

words here almost verbatim:

We thank DM for the support
of rice and oil to the school for
six months in advance which we
had been most concerned about.
We also have gratitude to DMI
for inviting us to attend the DM
conference at Cebu, Philippines.
We were very happy about this;
we met our DM friends and see
many examples of the works in
DM fields around the world.

By the grace of God,
everything going well with us.
I went to Muir Deaf School in
Kalay in the 3rd week of May. We
extended a new building 20’ x
15’ room for hanging and drying
clothes in rainy season for boys
and 7’ x 26’ for girls. Then went
to Pyindaw Oo Deaf church,
because of war that village is still
like a dumped village. Most of the
villagers still live in their farm and
the jungle.

Our church is still closed only
3 deaf left in the village and |
visited to them and encouraged
them. Their mind are loaded with

(continued on page 3)



