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Baptism at Bunia church
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Myanmar: new classroom building in Kalay and baptism in Yangon
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In addition to these collaborations,
Director Patrick was chosen, along with
Uganda Director Tonny, to travel to the
Philippines to co-teach the one-week
SUN workshop at the Philippines
Immanuel Churches of the Deaf (PICD).
There, they worked alongside DMI
pastors Albert and In Yeong.

Myanmar

As military battles rage in Myanmar,
our director Pa Lian reports on the
never-ending battle to keep our school
and churches alive:
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By the grace of God, we ended
our school academic year 2024-
2025 peacefully. We had a meeting
with parents of children and
evaluated our teaching methods.
Some parents expressed their
dream for their children, giving
thanks to the school, and then we
ate lunch together at the school.

Thanks to the support of DM,
we could build good irrigation and
new classrooms. Now with the new
classroom building we can separate
each class by grade. But still need
new tables and chairs.

Kalay is one of the most unstable
towns and it is like a prison. We
cannot go beyond the town. After
6 pm no one is on the street till 6
am. So all foods and materials are at
a high price. Amongst it all, almost
every day about 4-6 pm young men
are caught by the secret service to
serve for the army reserve. They
patrol with civilian clothes and cars
so people do not notice them.

I am very sorry to tell about the
Pyindaw Oo Deaf church. There are
only two deaf men left from all the
church members. Others all flee
to other places. The village is like a
dumped village. Few villagers live
there now. Our Deaf Church is safely
standing but no one is attending.

We at the Yangon Deaf church
are going well. We had a summer
camp from 17 — 19 April at the
church. On 20th April one of the
men was baptised. We need much
your prayers.

With Thanks, Yours,
Pa Lian
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Filipinos Foray into Japan

Pastor Arnel, his wife Antonette (a
teacher at our Ligao school), and Sarah
Jane (also a teacher at Ligao) visited
Japan in May to speak in churches and
schools to raise awareness about DMI
and to connect with supporters. In Yeong
also joined in for most of the two-week
trip.

The visit was valuable in every respect.
Arnel and In Yeong gave sermons to Deaf
and hearing congregations as well as at
Christian university campuses, while
Antonette and Sarah Jane moved people
to tears with their testimonies. Sarah Jane
also did a fabulous job leading congrega-
tions and crowds—Deaf and hearing—in
Deaf worship. (See https://youtu.be/
owCBXmOO07uE )

Long-supporting churches got to hear
first-hand from the Deaf in our fields,
while churches, schools, and commu-
nity groups new to us got to hear about
DMI—and support us—for the first
time. Our visiting Deaf got to meet with
Japanese Deaf for the first time. Andrew
even helped with translating for a few of
the sermons and meetings.

Over the second weekend,

DR Congo

New churches, new believers

Despite extraordinary hardships due
to warfare and poverty, our pastors and
evangelists continue to serve faithfully
and fruitfully. On January 11, 2025,
we started a new church in Nyiragongo
(North of Goma) for the Deaf who were

not able to come to Goma for fellowship.

The church is being led by evangelist
Fabien Morisho together with evangelist
Erick Kambale. We are using a house
temporarily made available to us by a
Christian family in the area.

Thanks to the generosity of DMI
supporters, repairs to the Deaf church
in Goma which had been partially
destroyed by a bomb were finished,
and services resumed on March 2. The
church that was started in South Kivu by
Pastor Bahiti is increasing in attendance,
averaging 30 Deaf people each week. To
see Papy talking about the rebuilding of
the church, go to: https://www.facebook.
com/share/v/1FwoBqLE5B

Five Deaf were baptised alongside
three hearing people in our Bunia
Church under Jacob’s pastorship. This

the team visited the Sasebo
Deaf Church in Nagasaki, led
by Rev. Minatozaki who has
been a generous supporter

of DMI for many years. Our
Deaf team did a wonderful
job ministering throughout
the morning and afternoon
services, bringing their work in
Japan to a fruitful and slightly
fatigued end.

Andrew writes: “Special
thanks to DMI Japan who
were so supportive throughout,
especially Kami and Mamiko
who helped with scheduling
and joined us on several
occasions. Special kudos to our
visitors for trying a hot spring
bath, to Antonette for not
crying even once during her
testimonies, and to Sarah Jane
for managing to eat an entire

Save the Date!

International Conference 2026

Our next International Conference will be
held May 4-8, 2026 in beautiful Cebu,
Philippines. Enough info is now available for
you to start planning!

> |

Theme: Be in the Center of God’s Will
Speakers: Rev. Masago Minatozaki (Japan),
Rev. Yongwhan Kim (Korea), Rev. Matthijs
Terpstra (Netherlands/Norway)

Cost: AU$550 (single room), AU$450 (twin
room), AU$250 (dormitory style room)

Venue: Bayfront Hotel Cebu
North Reclamation, Kaohsiung
Street, Cebu City, Philippines

Free city tours included.

Optional extra 2-day tours of Cebu and Bohol
after the conference are available for AU$380

More details will be posted on deafmin.org
and japan.deafmin.org when available.
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baptism was done in collaboration with
a hearing church which also baptised 16
new believers on the same day.

New Beni School Wall Going up!

With sincere thanks to Deaf Action
supporters, the long-needed security
wall is being constructed at our Beni
school in DR Congo as we go to print.
A construction ceremony was held on
June 3, attended by DAC Director Papy,
Secretary John Gakuru, the regional
burgomaster representing the mayor
of Beni, the president of the Beni Deaf
Association, teachers, the Parents’
Committee, journalists, and students.
The burgomaster sincerely thanked DAC
and DMI, saying that their actions have
made the Beni Deaf School famous and
that the Deaf are doing marvelous things
in Beni. He offered 5 sacks of cement
to support the project and laid the first
foundation stone. It was a day of great
joy for all involved.

Rwanda Excelling

In the first quarter of 2025, our
formidable DAMR (Deaf Action
Ministries Rwanda) team reached over
340 Deaf and shared the Gospel with
them. This is a great achievement, but, as
director Patrick notes, with an estimated
80,000 Deaf people in Rwanda, there is
still much work to be done.

Our pastors and evangelists in
Rwanda are building some wonderful
partnerships with other churches and
Christian organisations, collaborating
with them to reach Deaf people all
over the country. They worked with the
African Evangelistic Enterprise (AEE)
in outreach over the Easter season.

They teamed up with 13 visitors from
Hope Chapel in the USA to reach Deaf
Rwandan youth and distribute much
needed provisions. They participated in
a strategic planning workshop organised
by the Deaf Education Alliance Rwanda
(DEAR). And perhaps most significantly,
our team hosted the DOT (Deaf Owned
Translation) African country leaders
meeting at the end of April, sponsored by
Wycliffe Associates.

(continued on page 3)





