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through ASL (American Sign Language)
and typing on phones.

The Deaf church—about 40
members—embraced the work of DMI
and were generous in their support. It’s
wonderful to establish this connection.

Kansai: Andrew spoke at Makoto
Kindergarten in Mukomachi, and the
kindergarten students were interested
in the lives of the Deaf in developing
countries, listening with captivated faces
and asking thoughtful questions.

Andrew also shared about DMI
with students at prestigious universities,
bringing an awareness of poverty and
the plight of the Deaf. Some students
expressed desire to actively engage in
fundraising, and others gained a new
perspective about access to education and
its importance.

Okinawa: A new connection was
formed with Okinawa Christian School
International, and Andrew was able to
speak to the middle and high schoolers
during their chapel times. The following
day, OCSI held a Christmas Market and
allowed DMI to set up a table, resulting
in donations, art sales and student
sponsorships, as well as a strong connec-
tion with the school community which
donated 25% ($1200) from the market’s
sales to DMI! While in Okinawa,
Andrew was also able to catch up with
Jack and Keiko Marshall over dinner.
Jack is now 95 and still doing well. Keiko
is energetic and serves as our Okinawa
representative.
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God'’s amazing work In China

For political, health and logistic
reasons, our Deaf leaders in China have
not been able to get together for seven
long years, and there were fears that such
a long separation would cause discour-
agement and loss of faith. Yet in April last
year, our Deaf leaders were able to gather
for a training and were overjoyed at how
God had been at work amongst them.

The leader of the training helped
the team map out the last 20 years of
ministry which led to a fresh revelation
of how God had been working in their
midst and guiding them all the time!

They wrote down this ‘grace line’
and were grateful and amazed that in all
that time, no-one had given up, no-one
had been lost. From that point, the team
made plans to use resources to work with
the government and the broader church
for ministry. Goals for fundraising and
fruitful living were set, as well as for
social and spiritual outreaches. The team
felt excited about this training and for
what lies ahead in the future for the Deaf
in China.

Remembering Steve

It is with great sadness that we
announce the passing of Steve McAllister,
Chairman of our International Board and
Secretary of our Australian Board. Steve
was a wise leader, a skilled mentor, a
good friend, a loving family man, a great
man of faith. He will be dearly missed.
Steve was diagnosed with a rare form
of very aggressive cancer in November
2023. Major surgery, chemotherapy
and radiation had little effect, and the
years remaining to him quickly became
months which quickly became days
which then became hours. He passed
away on September 23. It’s tempting to
look back on Steve’s life and say with
affection, “Wasn't he good!” Many would
rightly say so. But it would be more
accurate to look back on Steve’s life and
say with affection, “Wasn't God good
Indeed, He was and is. A thanksgiving
service was held for Steve on October
2. It was a fitting tribute to a wonderful
man. Steve is survived by his wife Diane,
his daughter Amy (DMI’s Communica-
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tions Coordinator) and husband Rod,
his son Joshua and wife Laura Jane, and
seven grandchildren.

Clean water

The Neville Muir Comprehensive
School in Lira, Uganda is enjoying
abundant fresh water from a new pump
and borehole installed last month thanks
to donations received at the Sydney trivia
night. The previous borehole and pump
had broken and the staff and students
had resorted to using swamp water. The
new pump enables the school to have
access to clean water on its own property.
In addition to the water pump, we were
able to provide 14 new sewing machines
for the sewing classes at the school.
Previously, up to 50 girls were sharing
two old machines! The 14 new machines
make the wait time much shorter and the
lessons much more practical.

Baptisms across the fields

Philippines

In June at the Flordeliza Resort in
Bacacay, Albay, Albert baptized 8 new
believers from the ICD Ligao church.

Rwanda

In September, six new believers were
baptized at our ICDR-Kicukiro church
in Rwanda.

Tanzania

Ben Buyinza, his wife Veronica and
John Mwakasalala also baptized 18
teenagers from Bwiru High School. This
has swelled the number of born again
Christians in attendance at the church
in Mwanza and added a real sense of
excitement. The church in Mbeya also
held baptisms for 9 Deaf individuals
in the Njovwe River, an exercise led by
Alfred Maduga and assisted by Evangelist
Ernest Msyete.

DR Congo

In May, three Deaf were baptized by
pastor Adolf who serves in Uvira.
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Uganda

Paul Mubiru, the Principal of the
school, reports the wonderful news that
several of the students who previously
only had an elementary knowledge of the
Christian faith, have made firm decisions
to accept Christ as their personal savior,
have been baptized, move in the gifts
of the Holy Spirit and have seen their
spiritual discipline greatly improve. We
rejoice with Paul and his team of teachers
and interpreters at this great news.

Pastor sponsorships

Japan is historically the longest sup-
porting field for DMI, and your contri-
butions are making an eternal impact on
the hearts and lives of Deaf and hearing
alike. As DM strives to provide educa-
tion, employment, and evangelism to the
Deaf, we wanted to showcase a new way
individuals and churches can continue
to support the work of DMI through
pastor sponsorships. Many pastors and
evangelists endure rough conditions for
the sake of the Gospel, and some travel
long distances between churches or serve
multiple congregations. This new spon-
sorship opportunity provides a pastor or
evangelist with resources for ministry and
frees up funds from the General Fund for
other needs in the field. It is a beautiful
way to support the Great Commision as
we send out uniquely equipped pastors
and evangelists into the field.

For more information on pastors
available for sponsorship or to learn
about student or school sponsorships,
please check the website https://japan.
deafmin.org/sponsorship/ or contact
info@japan.deafmin.org.

Andrew's Visit to Japan

Nagasaki: It was the first time
for anyone from DMI to visit the
Deaf church in Nagasaki, pastored by
Minatozaki-sensei who has been a keen
supporter of DMI for many years. They
sign only in Japanese, and Andrew could
speak Japanese but not sign it. Interna-
tional communication can be difficult,
but he made it work by fumbling

(continued on page 3)





