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(continued from back page)

DMI ran a three-day special campaign
for Myanmar and received almost
AUD25,000! That will provide enough
food and equipment to keep our school
going for some time. Let’s continue to
pray for safety for our Deaf family and
for peace and prosperity in Myanmar.

DR Congo

In June, DMI sent $1,000 to help
with the food emergency unfolding
in DR Congo. DAC Director Papy
and evangelists Temo, John, and Eric
teamed up to distribute much-needed
food relief to 40 Deaf families.
Supplies distributed included rice,
corn flour, beans, sugar, oil, salt, and
washing detergent. Thank you to all our
supporters who gave so generously to
this campaign.
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Mabuhay Philippines!
In June DMI leaders, pastors,

evangelists, teachers, and school grad-
uates gathered for two weeks of disci-
pleship, planning, encouragement, and
fellowship in the Philippines. Gunnar
and Matthijs traveled from Norway,
International Board member In Yeong
came from South Korea, DAU Director
Tonny swung in from Uganda and
Andrew dropped in from his current
stay in the US. Locals joined us from
the Davao, Bacolod, and Ligao regions.

In Davao, 70 Deaf turned up to
share in fellowship and in the Word as
In Yeong preached. Tonny taught the
Filipinos how Africans really dance in
worship! The service was followed by a
fellowship lunch. It was so encouraging
to see 140 hands so keenly ‘chatting’
and engaging in fellowship.

Bacolod hosted a week-long Fath-
erHeart school conducted by Gunnar
with help from In Yeong and Matthijs.
The FatherHeart school not only
teaches about the love of our Father,
but also encourages students to actually
experience this love for themselves. The
Sunday after the FatherHeart school, all
attendees joined the 20th anniversary
of the Immanuel Church of the Deaf
Bacolod, led by Albert. Matthijs and
Tonny preached, a festive fellowship
feast was enjoyed, and many photos
were taken. Congratulations to Albert
and Kim for so faithfully serving at
Bacolod for 20 years!

In Manila, Andrew spoke at Em-
manuel Church Ministries Internation-
al—a new connection—where he was
warmly received. The church has shown
an interest in partnering with DMI
in the Philippines. This is an exciting
development. It would be the first
time that a church in the Philippines
has supported our work. We hope it
will be the first of many and that the
Philippines will begin a transition from
a ‘supported country’ to a ‘supporting
country’ as South Korea has done.

Finally the team was able to visit
Bicol Deaf Action school in Ligao
(formerly the Fishermen of Christ
Learning Center). This time in Ligao
provided an unhurried fellowship with
local leaders since the school was on
break. The team had opportunities to
visit facilities and the chance to finish
filming for DMI promotion videos and
conduct interviews for the upcoming
DMI Chats blog. It must be said,
the teamwork in BDA is inspiring.
Teachers help by sifting through rice for
impurities, and pastors prepare chickens
while principals serve drinks. Everyone
happily works and serves each other.
The visit has given DMUI’s leadership
confidence that the next International
Conference to be held in the Philippines

in 2026 will be a resounding success.

DMl reaches into Ivory Coast!

To date, all of DMTI’s work in Africa
has been in east Africa and in Egypt to
the north. In July, we made our first
foray into west Africa when Josephat
from Kenya and Claire from Rwanda
conducted a FatherHeart school in
D’Anyama, a small town outside the
city of Abidjan on the southern shores
of the Ivory Coast. This was organized
through Pastor Ake, who leads a Baptist
church for the Deaf and hearing, and
who started a school for the Deaf in
D’Anyama. We first met Pastor Ake
at DMU’s International Conference in
Mombeasa last year. The FatherHeart
school was attended by 31 Deaf who
responded well to the teaching of the
course. Josephat and Claire made the
most of their time on the Ivory Coast,
visiting a tailoring project for the Deaf,
a Deaf church in D’Anyama as well as
Pastor Ake’s Baptist church in the same
town. We will prayerfully consider how
we might continue our relationship with
the Deaf in the Ivory Coast.

African Bible School in Rwanda

We are on track to open our new
African Bible School in January 2026!

(4)
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This is an exciting development as

we work to realize one of our greatest
visions: to have a Bible college for the
Deaf on each of the African, Asian,
and European/Middle East continents.
These colleges will see Deaf students
from all over the continent trained up
in Christian ministry to be pastors and
evangelists who will go back to their
home countries and share the good
news of salvation in Jesus to the Deaf,
planting new churches and leading the
Deaf to maturity in their faith.

The new college in Rwanda has had
all its assessments and modifications
approved. Building will start imminent-
ly. Of course, it’s not just the facilities
that are being developed but the whole
operations of the school. The team
in Rwanda heading the project have
just submitted for DMI’s approval the
“African Deaf Bible College (ADBC)
Operations and Management Plan”
which includes details of the school’s
mission, enrolment procedures, course
offerings, student accommodation, and
more. It's wonderful to see the school

taking shape.

Thank you for your support for
Myanmar!

Supporters in Japan may be unaware
of the tragic state of affairs in Myanmar
at the moment. In Yangon, life is
relatively stable, though increasingly
expensive. Despite the heavy rains (it’s
rainy season now), church attendance is
good and the love of the saints is strong.
To the north of the country where we
have our school and second church,
it’s a different story. Houses have been
bombed, burned, or bulldozed, and
family members of our students have
been shot or blown up by bombs or
mines. Many of our students have
escaped into India or are hiding in the
jungles of northern Myanmar. Currently
24 students (and 2 pigs!) are staying at
the school with teachers and support
workers. Prices are outrageously high.

(continued on page 3)





