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(continued from back page)
the farms which have been both a help

and a hindrance. It has brought some
safety to the area but it also means we
have been denied access to our farms.
This means our lunch program—which
has been doing so well since 2021 in
providing lunches for the students—has
been suspended. Food stocks will have
run out even before this newsletter is
printed, and DMI is working to send
emergency food relief.

In our Minova school, nine desks
and three sewing machines were stolen.
We are sending funds to replace them
using the money raised from our
Christmas fund. Thank you to all those
who gave to the fund, enabling us to
replace these.

The hardships of the Deaf in DR
Congo are on another level. Please pray
for DR Congo and for the North-Kivu

Province in particular.
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Myanmar - Yangon Church Silver
Jubilee!

On 25 February our Yangon church
in Myanmar celebrated 25 years of
worship against a backdrop of gunfire
and bombings. Our church members
are undaunted. They continue to gather
and celebrate in record numbers. Every
Sunday 70-80 people come along to
experience light amidst the darkness.
The Word of God is preached, outreach
missions continue and baptisms and
Bible studies follow. For the Jubilee
celebrations, Gunnar and Andrew sent
encouraging video messages which were
well received. The church rejoiced and
feasted.

Church members have been gener-
ous in a harsh economic environment.
Together they raised almost USD1500
to repair the roof of the church. There
is a true spirit of life at the church.
Amidst the common dangers of civil
unrest, Pastor Naing Naing Kyow asks
for prayer, not for peace or prosperity
(though we should pray for these also)
but that the Burmese they are preaching
to “can accept Jesus Christ as their
savior and Lord bravely”. The situation
in the north of Myanmar where the
Muir School for the Deaf operates is
far more dire. Earlier this year in one
of the villages of Kalay where some of
our students’ families live, fighter jets
bombed a church killing 20 people. You
won't read about this in the mainstream
media. None of the Deaf or their
families were injured, but it’s a hostile
environment for children to live in.

Despite this, the school continues
to run well with about 29 students
in attendance. One of the biggest
challenges inside the school has been the
sporadic supply of electricity. Thanks to
DMI supporters, a second solar panel
has been installed at the school and
now power is sufficient to keep things
running.

The church in Pindaw Oo is prob-
ably in the most violent region of the
country. The church remains closed and

we haven’t had road access to the area
for almost two years. We can only pray
that the Deaf community is safe and

well. Join us in this.

Philippines - Bacolod and Davao

PICD, Inc. (Philippines Immanuel
Churches of the Deaf) has over 20
congregations which do a great job in
preaching the Word of God to the Deaf
in Bacolod, Bicol, Davao and their
surrounding areas. Pastors visit many
homes of those who are Deaf or hard of
hearing and encourage them to come to
church where they can be taught about
God’s salvation and enjoy the fellowship
of other Christians. PICD churches also
offer the opportunity for the Deaf to
participate in Sunday services via Zoom.
At the moment around 600 Deaf people
attend Sunday services across the PICD
branch churches and this number is

growing all the time.

Philippines - Gerald graduates

Congratulations to Gerald Febreo
who graduated from high school in
early June. Once a street kid, Gerald
has grown up to be a fine young man
under the loving care of Albert and Kim
in the boarding house in Bacolod. (See
Gerald’s heart wrenching story here:
https://deafministriesinternational.

com/17-gerald/)

Gerald’s desire is to follow in the
footsteps of Ryan, one year his senior,
and study at the Deaf Evangelistic Alli-
ance Foundation in Laguna. He wants
to be a pastor to the Deaf. It's wonderful
to see how resolute his determination is
to serve in Christian ministry. Thanks
to a kind donor from Germany, Gerald’s
goal will be realized this July when the
new college year starts. We look forward
to seeing Gerald—and Ryan—Ieading a
whole new generation of Deaf Filipinos

to faith and full life.
(4)
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Rwanda — New African Bible
School

DMT’s African Bible school for the
Deaf is at the heart of our ministry:
training the Deaf to take the gospel
to the Deaf. Development of the new
school is now beginning in Rwanda.
Land was purchased in February. The
groundbreaking has happened and
building is set to begin once all local
building permits are approved! It’s an
exciting time for our Rwandan team,
for the Deaf of Africa, and for DMI
globally. We anticipate construction will
finish in July 2025 and the school will
commence operations in September

2025.

The school will have the capacity to
train and accommodate 200 students
in facilities which will include twelve
classrooms, a library, a prayer hall, a
dining hall, offices, two guest houses
and dormitories for men and women.
The school will initially offer certificate
courses for Deaf evangelists and pastors,
but in time it will expand to providing
diplomas and even degrees.

D.R. Congo - War Crisis Deepens

The war in DR Congo is spreading
and making life more dangerous and
more expensive for our schools and
churches. The Deaf of Sake and Masisi
faced a food crisis in February because
of the conflict. We sent emergency
funds to address this. Maize, beans and
oil were distributed to 22 Deaf living
in displacement camps. Those living
in Goma are struggling with high food
prices and insecurity. All roads from the
villages around Goma are closed.

The situation is also worsening in
Beni where we have our primary and
secondary schools. The farms we have
been tending near the school have
been affected. Rebels have moved in
and killed civilians in the area. Many
locals have since fled. The government
has established military camps near

(continued on page 3)



