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environment with congregants sitting
on the floor! Supporters in Norway,
however, quickly came to the rescue,
providing tables, chairs, and a TV to
help services function well. Church
members are so thankful for their new
premises and furnishings and look
forward keenly to services each week.

A second church for the Deaf is
meeting in Tagum, about an hour’s
drive north from Davao city. Pastored
by Carl Reyes, it has nine members
meeting there each week.
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Tanzania: God is on the move

Our churches and congregations in
Tanzania continue to grow. We now
have 27 churches and fellowships in
Tanzania, ministering to a total of over
1,300 Deaf! There was great joy in our
Mbeya and Ubaruku assemblies when
nine Deaf were baptised in the closing
months of last year. These followed
baptism classes by Pastor Umoja.

Pastor Joseph Hizza, who is the
Director of DMI Tanzania, is also
working to ensure that church members
have every opportunity to grow in
their faith, in their relationships and
in the dignity of their living. He has
conducted courtship trainings in 10 of
our congregations. These have clearly
been effective, because they resulted in
him officiating at the weddings of two
Deaf couples, while Pastors Umoja and
Buyinza officiated another!

Many in these areas have never seen
Deaf weddings before. It's wonderful to
see an increasing number of Deaf people
forming healthy and holy relationships,
but it has also increased amongst the
hearing community an awareness of
Deaf people and their value to society.
Many said it was the first time for
them to not only see the wedding of a
Deaf couple, but also to see a wedding
officiated by Deaf pastors.

Joseph says, “the preaching of the
gospel in Deaf churches has seen the
Holy Spirit move, bringing ‘love,
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness [and] faith’ (Galatians 5:22)
to members. We saw this in Ubaruku.
In this congregation we witnessed the
harmony brought by the love of Christ,
as some members who had long dis-
agreed were able to come together and
renew their friendships and unite the
Church in the process. This was earlier
considered impossible.”

Church leaders in the Mbeya region
have also been working on improving
livelihoods. They have been developing
a rice farm and have just had 10 bags of
seeds and 40 bags of fertiliser delivered

to the farm. Development of the farm
includes building a shelter where
workers can live and house the equip-
ment. Planting over the 20 acres started
at the end of January. We look forward
to seeing a bountiful harvest!

Kenya school excelling

Our school in Kenya has been inte-
grated for two years now and is excelling
in every area. There has been significant
improvement in the academic perfor-
mances among the Deaf and the hearing
students. Many hearing students are
becoming proficient at signing and are
able to help their Deaf friends in class
and their Deaf siblings at home.

Despite the financial hardships the
whole country is enduring, the school
has continued to deliver its core man-
date in serving the Deaf and less fortu-
nate children in the community. The
result is heartwarming. The community
has embraced the school like never be-
fore. Since we started this program, the
school has grown to become one of the
most loved and appreciated institutions
in the community. Our Deaf students
really appreciate the integration as they
continue to make friendships and create
bonds amongst their peers.

The new farm is doing extremely
well. In the first season of planting,
we managed to harvest 10 bags of
maize which enabled us to save around
KSH36,000 (about ¥34,000) in food
expenses. The land is fenced to keep the
neighbours’ animals from munching
on our crops, including the maize and
beans which have already been planted
for the coming season. The students
recently worked hard weeding the
fields and are looking forward to a large
harvest.

Our school director Wesley notes,
“The integration program has come
with some challenges. We had to hire
more teachers, change our school
registration to an integrated school, and
embrace a new integrated curriculum.

(4)

~ English ~

We have also had to complete teacher
refresher courses to equip our teachers
on the new developments in an inte-
grated program. The cost of living has
doubled in the last 18 months. Life is
so expensive with frequent fuel price
increases. But we are not complaining.

We thank God for everything.”

Our school — the Immanuel In-
tegrated Christian School — has been
recognized as the top model school
for providing an integrated program,
a school that is giving back to society
by providing quality education that is
affordable to the Deaf and vulnerable.

Uganda: muscular Christianity

Our Bible school in Uganda doesn’t
only produce champion evangelists and
pastors but champion athletes as well.
Imbuwa Mwenda, one of our students
from Zambia, was recently crowned the
best player of the season in Uganda.
Playing for the Sun City Deaf Football
Club, he won the award for top scorer
with 17 goals. Recently, Sun City took
out the championship with Mwenda
the star player in the final. We thank
God for giving Mwenda such great
skill on the field and hope he has even
more success from the pulpit when he
graduates from the Bible school.

Davao churches

The closing of the school in Davao
last year threw the Davao Deaf church
into disarray, as it left them nowhere
to meet. But we're pleased to announce
that the church has now relocated,
finding a permanent (rented) home
where worshippers now meet and Pastor
Glenn and his family now live. The first
service of the year had 25 members. The
new premises are big enough to hold 50
people.

The church wasn’t able to transfer
furniture and equipment from the old
location, so services began in a sparse

(continued on page 3)



