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Minova students tending the garden
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Baptism in Dar es Salaam
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Bible school in Tanzania
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The school bus in Kenya
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(continued from back page)
Kenya

Our integrated program of enrolling
both hearing and Deaf students at IICS
in Kenya is proving to be a great success.
The staff have mentioned how thankful
they are to God to see this program flour-
ish. Both hearing and Deaf students are
now forming friendships from an early
age. The hearing and Deaf students are
able to communicate as they are taught
sign language as part of the curriculum.
The students are also interacting in the
playground, at mealtimes and for study.
There has been a lot of joy as staff have
witnessed the walls of prejudice against
the Deaf crumble. The culture of pity for
the Deaf has been replaced with admira-
tion and respect.

Despite extreme temperatures and
drought, the school has not been without
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Above: New storage building in Burundi
Right: Transporting soybeans
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water since funds were raised in 2019

by DMI and Deaf Action supporters. At
that time, a pipeline was connected to a
neighbouring school’s bore (with permis-
sion) so they could always have access

to clean water on the school grounds.
They are still thankful each day for this
provision.

Burundi

We're thankful that the soybean and
sorghum harvests at the new self-sus-
tainability fields in Burundi have been
abundant. The bean and maize harvests
were not as good because of the timing
of the rains and because of those pesky
hippos that sometimes come out from
the Rusizi river and have a little snack.
But the field production in general was
excellent. Next season we will focus on
sorghum and soybeans as these are better
suited to our fields.
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Our sewing workshops in Burundi
continue to provide employment for
Deaf women (and men) as well as
producing garments for everyone to wear.
Andrew still wears his to work. He hardly
ever takes it off. But more importantly,
the workshops are also giving back,
and this is outstanding. Two ladies
recently received new sewing machines
to start their own workshop, and all the
workshops collectively raised $300 for
ministry work!

The Deaf Bible translation project
continues to produce great work and to
employ a number of Deaf in the process.
Five DAB (Deaf Action Burundi) staff
are employed in this project and several
other ICD (Immanuel Church of the
Deaf) volunteers have also been em-
ployed, allowing them to improve their
living conditions.
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Myanmar - Grace amidst trials
The Immanuel Church of the Deaf

in Yangon is alive and well! We have
more people coming to the church and
showing interest in Christianity than ever
before. Every Sunday around 70 people
have been attending services, compared
to 30 before the pandemic. We intend

to have a 3-day Bible seminar again this
summer, including a baptism program as
some people have asked to be baptised.
Praise God!

The church has been conducting
outreaches to the Deaf, typically the
lowest socioeconomic group, but many
are homeless and sometimes can’t be
found. But Pa-Lian reports that, “God
is so good. Food donations of rice and
oil made people very happy, and some
responded by joining us in church.”

The Muir School for the Deaf in
Kalay also is running well. There are 33
children studying there now. Teachers
and students are currently preparing
for exams. But conditions in Kalay
are amongst the worst in the country
with gunfights occurring every night
downtown. We cannot see conditions
returning to normal anytime soon, and
because farmers can’t work, the price of
staple foods continues to skyrocket. Fur-
thermore, it isn’t safe for our 7th and 8th
grade students to attend the government
school, so they are continuing at our
school in Kalay. They are very welcome
to learn with us, but now we have nine
classes and only five teachers. In the
coming academic year, we also expect
more students from outside Kalay to
attend. So the school will soon be getting
new tables and chairs, and looking to hire
an additional teacher.

Despite the challenges, Pa-Lian’s spirit
is undaunted. He concludes, “God’s grace
amazing; everything goes well with us.”

DR Congo

New school garden at Minova

There is a new Deaf school in Mino-
va, on the banks of Lake Kivu, just across
from Rwanda, which we have begun to
support. Temo is the head teacher there,
and he currently teaches about 30 stu-

dents. With DMT’s assistance, they have
begun to develop a kitchen garden on the
school grounds to help meet their school
lunch needs. Along with some photos of
the students learning horticulture and the
crops growing, Temo sends us a note of
sincere thanks:

“We have two fields where we have
planted cabbage, beans and maize. We
hope to also rent another field where we
will grow cassava and sweet potatoes, too.
We really thank DMI for the support
which brings smiles to children, young
Deaf people, and teachers of these
students. Please receive our greetings and
those of the Deaf children in the name of
Jesus Christ.”

Seven ladies baptised

Seven Deaf ladies were baptised in
February in Bunia. They first heard the
gospel from the late Pastor Ochaite who
began to prepare them for baptism. Jacob
followed up with them after Ochaite’s
passing, and they were baptised by a
hearing pastor from a church working
in collaboration with our Deaf church.
The ladies continue to worship and
attend Bible studies at the Deaf church
in Bunia.

Tanzania

Our staff of DAT (Deaf Action
Tanzania) might be the hardest working
people in all of DMI. Their fabulous
quarterly report is loaded with encourag-
ing developments in church, education,
and employment (only outdone perhaps
by the Rwanda staff who filed a 127-page
quarterly report—much of it photos but
wonderful to read!).

Four dozen new believers in our
Dar es Salaam churches were baptised.
Scripture classes in schools have contin-
ued and receive praise from teachers and
parents of Deaf children in Mwanza,
Mbeya and Dar es Salaam. Parents
and teachers gave testimonies about
behaviour transformation among some
Deaf children. Our staff also visited
hospitals to provide support to both Deaf
and hearing patients.

The first group of 11 students in
the Bible School run by DAT have
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successfully completed the first of their
three years of study. They returned to
their home churches for a three-month
practical training during which they were
assigned to work in schools, Deaf clubs,
and churches. There, they led Christian
workshops among the Deaf congrega-
tions and youth leaders, teaching on
various Biblical topics including the
Bible, Christian leadership, courtships,
and others.

DAT will start a piggery project in a
few months to address poverty among
the church members and strengthen
our ministries across the country. DAT
staff and church members benefited
from a course in sustainable integrated
agriculture (SIA) held at ECHO East
Africa Impact Centre. The training was
attended by Deaf Christians from Dar
as Salaam, Mbeya, Kilimanjaro, and
Arusha regions. The training program
was funded jointly by Wycliffe Associate
of USA and J.M. Tours Ltd of Arusha,
Tanzania after DAT made a proposal to
them.

Philippines - Bacolod

It always brings us great joy when
we hear that our students are doing well
in school. Watching them first learn
sign language, and then develop their
communication skills, we see their whole
world open up as they continue their
education and are taught the gospel and
how much their Heavenly Father loves
each one of them.

It’s even more exciting when a student
steps forward and says that they feel
God’s prompting to become an evangelist
or a pastor. Ryan Menoza, a student from
our dorm in Bacolod, is enthusiastic to
enroll at the Deaf Evangelistic Alliance
Foundation Bible College to become a
pastor or church leader after he finishes
his secondary school studies. Rev. Albert
and the Bacolod team are thrilled
and have asked us to pray for Ryan as
he completes his school studies, that
pathways will be revealed as he plans for
his future.

(continued on page 3)



