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Alayne Madore

It is with heavy hearts that we
announce that Alayne Madore,
who had been involved with
DMI since its very early days
and had chaired the DMI Japan
board for decades, passed away
on September 23rd. She is in
heaven with Jesus, but please pray

for her family and all the rest of

us who miss her. Also pray for DMI
Japan as we consider how to proceed with
our leadership structure and roles.

Kathi Kitao’s Work in Kenya and Visit to Uganda

Kathi Kitao was able to go as a volunteer to work at
Immanuel Christian School for the Deaf in Kenya, from May
through July this year. She established a library at the school
and instituted an extensive reading program for the students,
training the teachers as well. She helped them set up a library,
and help the students understand how to use it. She also
taught the girls to crochet.

Kathi also wrote a short report about a side trip to Uganda:

There was a term break was the first 10 days
of July, and so | took that time to visit the DMI
headquarters in Uganda.

The main purpose of my visit was to see some
of the projects of the Menno and Ruth Ediger
Development Fund, which offers loans to Deaf
entrepreneurs. The fund is overseen in Uganda by
Robert Ssewagudde, who acted as my guide. These
projects included a piggery, which breeds pigs and
sells the offspring; a restaurant; a dry goods store;
and a furniture-making business. The perseverance of
the entrepreneurs, who had faced many difficulties,
including the restaurant being closed down by Covid
and the piggery having to move from its original
location, was impressive. Also, these businesses
employ other Deaf people and act as a point of
contact between the Deaf community and their
hearing neighbors.

In addition to seeing these projects, | was able
to attend the church for the Deaf in Kampala and
also speak to a class at the Bible school for the Deaf
students. The Bible school had an impressive group
of students, who enthusiastically led worship at the
church service.

The principal in Kenya has said he would like more
volunteers to come to the school, so if any of our readers are
interested, please contact us.

~ English ~

Report from Rev. Minatozaki

Pastor Masago Minatozaki, pastor of Sasebo Deaf

Baptist Church, shared this report about his July trip to the
Philippines:

In autumn of 2020, | heard from Pastor Arnel
Benitez of Bicol, Philippines. He said that the
warehouse at Fishermen of Christ Learning Center
(DMl school in Ligao) was old and falling apart, and
the principal said it would be okay to tear it down and
build a new church building, but they couldn’t afford
it financially and were asking for help.

| appealed to each Deaf church in our small
denomination, Japan Deaf Baptist Fellowship (JDBF).
Then, by God’s grace He filled the need, so we
immediately sent the money to the church in Bicol.

The Bicol pastors and assistants are all Deaf, and
with new enthusiasm, guided by an experienced Deaf
carpenter, they started building the new building in
January 2021, and it was completed in March.

Pastor Arnel asked me to deliver a message at the
initial dedication ceremony. However, | was unable to
go due to the pandemic.

Then this year, | received an eager invitation
from Pastor Heo In Yeong of Korea, a close friend of
mine, saying, “l am going to the Philippines in July for
the 18th anniversary service of DMI’s Bacolod Deaf
Church, a dedication ceremony for Bicol Church of the
Deaf (in Ligao), and a workshop - please come with
me.” At first | declined, but then decided to go with
him. But Pastor Heo later had to postpone his trip
to the Philippines. | was very disappointed because |
was looking forward to going with him, but | believed
God had the best plan, so | looked to the Lord and
submitted to Him.

On Sunday, July 17, | gave a message titled “Lord
of the Church” at a worship service in the hall of the
Fishermen of Christ Learning Center. About 90 people
attended, nearly 100 percent of them young people,
and | admit | was envious. When | went to see the
new church building, | thought it was very impressive
in spite of its small size. Before a ceremonial ribbon
cutting, we offered a prayer of blessing. Then when
| entered the building, | was moved to tears. | knelt
down in front of the pulpit and thanked God in prayer.
Both the inside and outside of the new church were
beautiful. The sanctuary, kitchen, toilets, plumbing,
etc. were all the craftsmanship of only Deaf people.
Really awesome! I’'m thankful to see the glory of
the Lord.

On Monday, July 18 and Tuesday, July 19, | taught
at a two-day workshop about “The Seven Churches
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Menno & Ruth Ediger Development Fund successful examples: the piggery, a shoe rack being built by the furniture business, and Robert Ssewagudde's dry goods store
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of Revelation” and had a Q&A
session. There were about 20
pastors and assistants, and |
enjoyed the fellowship in the
same Lord.

| was blessed with the grace
of serving at the dedication
ceremony and the workshop.
I returned home safely on
Thursday, July 21. | thank God
the Father for guiding me
through it all.

Christmas Cards

Many of our sponsors like to send
Christmas cards to the students they
are sponsoring. Because of COVID it
has not been possible to do so for the
past two years, and it seems that postage
is still very slow, but if you would like
to send a card anyway, please send it
to DMI, ¢/o Osaka Christian Center,
2-26-47 Tamatsukuri, Chuo-ku, Osaka
540-0004 before November 15th, and it
will be sent on to the student’s school.

2023 International Conference

Save the date! It will be held in
Mombasa, Kenya, August 7-12, 2023.
The main speaker will be Rev. Heo In
Yeong from South Korea, and the theme
will be based on John 17:21 “That they
all may be one; as thou, Father, art in
me, and I in thee...” More information
will be in our next newsletter.



