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have been praying for this day for a long time!
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Emmanuel Pardoned!

Great news from Zambia. Emmanuel Banda, a Deaf man
who was wrongly imprisoned for murder and spent 14 years
behind bars, has, after years of appeals, been pardoned and
released from prison! (He was framed by his brother-in-law
and pleaded not guilty, but because he was an illiterate deaf
man and was not given an interpreter or a proper defense, he
was convicted.) But now he is pardoned and free, and we are
so thankful for this! Neville would be rejoicing over this, as he
travelled to Zambia several times and worked hard to petition
for Emmanuel’s release. Lewis picked Emmanuel up from the
prison, and he is temporarily staying at Lewis” house.

Under guidance from Sam Begumisa, our senior advisor
in Africa, we are now looking to support Emmanuel for his
future by enrolling him at the DMI Bible School in Kampala.
We believe this will give him the basic academic skills he
needs to work and support himself. More importantly, after
a hard life and wrongful imprisonment, Emmanuel needs
spiritual rehabilitation and mentoring, and the Bible school
will provide this. Having small classes, the Bible school will
give him the personal attention and support he needs. After
that, there are vocational school options for Emmanuel as
well. We pray for success in his new life.

Kenya

Integrated School Growing

Our Immanuel School for the Deaf (ISD) in Kenya has
become an integrated school — joining hearing and Deaf
students together in the same learning environment. This is
something of a new approach to education, encouraged by
the Kenyan government. Rather than try to integrate the Deaf
into hearing schools, this initiative integrates the hearing into
established Deaf schools. Although the classes are segregated,
all students learn to sign. ISD now has 126 hearing students
to about 90 Deaf. To keep the identity and character of the
school, there are limits to the number of hearing students
that can attend, and this has only made the program more
popular! Students and their families are lining up to join.

Volunteer for Immanuel School

Volunteers are always welcome at our DMI schools and
churches, and we are so happy that Kathi Kitao from Japan
is going to assist the Immanuel School for the Deaf (ISD) in
Kenya. Three years ago, Kathi, together with her sister Karen
Sette and DMI Japan chairperson Alayne Madore, went to
visit the work of DMI in Africa. Kathi was impressed with
the work of the school and offered to return as a volunteer
when she retired from her position as a professor at Doshisha
Women’s College in Kyoto. She retired in March 2021, but
because of Covid19 her departure has been delayed. She will
leave at the end of April for three months. Kathi writes:

~ English ~

I have been asked to help develop a new curriculum,
since Kenya is changing to a competence-based curriculum.
I also plan to set up an extensive reading program and do
workshops with the English teachers to help them implement
this program. I'm now soliciting donations of books for the
extensive reading library. I'm also hoping to tutor students
on a 1-to-1 basis or in small groups, and do anything else
the school wants me to. For myself, 'm hoping to improve
my sign language proficiency by signing on a daily basis. 'm
excited to have this opportunity to serve, and I pray that God
will use me.

Disaster in Malawi

In late January, Cyclone Ana caused massive damage and
disruption to Malawi, including the buildings, homes, fields,
and livestock of our staff and Deaf community.

We immediately sent $500 so our Director Elton could
buy food and water.

® 200 Deaf families became homeless and need food,
blankets and plastics to make temporary shelters.

® 'The roof, toilet, security fence, and dormitory have been
destroyed at our vocational centre in Migowi

® Church buildings in Chikwawa and Zomba have been
destroyed

¢ All of the crops planted in 2 of the 3 of our self-sustain-
ability fund fields have been lost.

The quote to repair or replace the above is over 4 million
yen. We give thanks that nearly 2 million has already been
raised. We are hoping to be able to send money from Japan to

help.

On a personal note from Elton, he has lost his house and
all household furnishings, the projector he uses to teach the
Deaf, as well as his tools, bicycles, and his 6 cows and 10
goats which were his livelihood.

The good news is, no lives have been lost, and we are very

thankful for that!

Davao School Closing

It is with sadness that we announce that our school in
Davao will be closing on March 31, 2022. The Davao school
has for many years been a flagship school for DMI with, at
its peak, over 100 Deaf students studying and living at the
school. We are grateful that so many Deaf have graduated
from the school, been a part of the Deaf church associated
with the school, and gone on to live meaningful lives because
of the education received at the school.

Joshua and Jocelyn Asuela have been like parents to many
of the Deaf children studying at the school, and have done a
superb job educating, guiding, and caring for them all. We



thank God for their diligence, skill, and big hearts in running
the school.

Over the last few years, because of another school for
the Deaf opening in the area, changing logistics, and, more
recently, the pandemic, the number of students has drastically
decreased, meaning it was no longer viable to continue
running the school. The few remaining students have been
guided to other schools, and sponsors have been notified and
redirected to support DMI students at other schools. We're
grateful for their ongoing support.

Deaf Ministries Institute is now in the process of selling
the school building, and your prayers for this sale would be
appreciated. The Davao Immanuel Church for the Deaf will
continue at a new location yet to be decided.

This has been a challenging time for DMI and for the
Asuela family, but we know that all things work for good for
those who love the Lord. Your continued prayers are precious.

Uganda

Internship Program

The program commenced with 8 students this year — 4
men and 4 women, all Deaf — and they are settling in well.
Students who graduated last year now have jobs. Thank you
to all who helped financially in response to the request in
our last newsletter. More than half of the money needed for
the course has come in. All the interns are attending the deaf
church every Sunday plus they have Bible teaching during
their course. It is our prayer that each of the students this year
will not only learn a trade but also come to know the Lord.

Boom time for Lira School

With the pandemic easing, it’s wonderful to see so many
students returning to the Neville Muir Comprehensive School
in Lira, Uganda under Dennis’ directorship. Registered
students are now up to 350! Over 80 of these are Deaf, with
270 having other disabilities or special needs. We have never
had so many students come for vocational training before! It’s
great to be able to make such a difference in the lives of these
young people.

Yet the blessing of so many students also brings trials. We
don’t have enough classrooms for the students! With the rainy
season starting in March and the government putting pressure
on us to build proper facilities, we can no longer keep holding
classes under trees. The quote to build four classrooms is
¥5,000,000.

Philippines: Fruitfulness in Ligao!

The staff and students were grateful that the school saw no
typhoons this year. Because of this, the crops were bountiful.
Pineapples, bananas, cassavas, taro, and ginger were planted.
Grown mahogany tree seedlings are now ready to be planted
at the border of the farm.

Lemons and native oranges are growing well, and some
are bearing fruit now. Harvested rice was milled and sold.

And the farm animals are all in good condition, too — some
livestock is being sold, and others raised for breeding.

It’s great to see this level of self-sustainability! It’s also good
to see that many of the repairs that are being carried out on
buildings damaged in last year’s typhoons are being done
by Deaf workmen. We see real increase in the motivation,
productivity, and dignity of the Deaf through our churches,

schools, and employment programs.

DMI Japan Builds New Structure

Over the last six months DMI Japan has made some
adjustments to be more effective and efficient, and also to
bring in younger people to help with new ideas. Instead of a
large “working board”, we have now divided into a smaller
board and a volunteer corps. Most former board members
have moved to the volunteer corps, and some new people
have been added to both groups.

Board

® Alayne Madore: Founding member of the board when
Neville formed it over 30 years ago, and has been board
chair for most of that time. Many of you know her
personally.

® Jack and Keiko Marshall: Missionaries with DMI, Jack
was pastor of Osaka International Church (OIC) when
DMI was first formed and has been associated with DMI
ever since. Keiko serves as treasurer of DMI Japan.

® Dave Taylor (new): New to the DMI board, he is
currently working with Alayne to communicate and
coordinate Japan initiatives and activities. He is likely to
become the future board chair. He is a university profes-
sor of business in Kyoto and has other experience that will
be well suited for leading our board, and he looks forward
to learning and serving the Deaf through DMI.

® Mamiko Rellosa (new): Currently in transition from
secretary of OIC to focusing on DMI administration and
translation. Having had Deaf friends at OIC, she has a
passion to be involved in the work of DMI.

Volunteer Corps (partial list)

¢ Karen Ellrick: Long-time DMI Japan board member, she
will continue in her technical and design role, and also
train new members in tasks involving tech.

¢ Nathan and Inge Mikaelsen: Long-time DMI Japan
board members, they will continue helping with activities
related to prayer and sponsorship.

® Tony Barrera (new): His focus will be visiting churches
and developing ways to make DMI more known in Japan.

® Wonders Fatoba (new): Prayer is her passion, so she is
heading up our new prayer initiative.

There are other volunteers, but their roles are still in the
process of being established — we will introduce them to you
over time.





