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2021 Internship program off and running!

World Venture, an American mission working in Uganda,
has an internship program called the Ideas Workshop.
Following a visit from Alayne Madore, Japan DMI board
chairperson, and Kathi Kitao, a DMI supporter from Japan,
World Venture staff agreed to offer their internship program
to Deaf young people, teaching them skills which they can
use to support themselves, and also sharing the Gospel and
doing Bible studies. Rejoice with us in the following reports.

The Internship for 2021 began on March 15, 2021
with three Deaf interns recruited through Deaf Action
(DMI’s education branch) Uganda (DAU) and two
hearing interns from our local Buwambo community.
Several other Deaf interns did not begin the training
due to the security concerns of their parents about
our proximity to Kampala and the recent election
tensions. The group picture [on front page] is of the
Ideas Workshop staff, the 2021 interns, and the DAU
staff meeting together.

Our program consists of training all day on
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday every week. We
teach the skills necessary to safely fabricate products
in steel and wood that are of high quality and built to
last. On Tuesday and Thursday of each week, interns
can practice what they are learning and do homework
assigned to them by staff. Last week the Deaf interns
gave everyone names in sign. Jonathan was surprised
at how much facial detail he doesn’t even notice but
that they used to identify each person.

Jonathan came home excited today because
two of the interns chose to accept Jesus today
and another reaffirmed in public his decision to
follow Jesus. Praise God with us! Studying the Bible
together is an integral part of all that we do at the
Ideas Workshop. One of the interns has a good
basic knowledge of Scripture and his faith and the
others are very new to studying the Bible. Jonathan
especially enjoys helping these men gain a clear
overview of Scripture.

Creativity & Hard work

Charles Okello comes early every day. He grabs one of the
woodworking magazines that was donated to Ideas Workshop
and flips through it storing up ideas to use when he goes back
home and opens up his own carpentry shop. Charles walks
with a crutch and is Deaf, and yet he is joyful, hardworking,
and has dreams for his future. The full-size chair was one of
the interns’ group projects for their carpentry lessons. Using
those same skills and an idea from one of those magazines,

Charles made the cute doll-sized bed and chair all on his own.

One of our goals is to teach creative thinking and problem
solving skills through our internship. These men face a high
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unemployment rate as well as a flood of the same kinds of
products on the market. When they graduate from the Ideas
Workshop internship, we want them to have the practical
skills to earn a living AND the creative thinking skills to
produce unique and valued products.

Extra Dormitories in Uganda

Last newsletter we mentioned the need for extra dormito-
ries in Uganda. We are thankful that the funds needed for the
dormitories, including beds, bedding etc., has been provided
through generous donors in Japan. Thank you everyone.

Lockdown in Uganda

There is a DMI Bible school in Kampala which currently
has 10 students studying, some coming from Zambia and
Congo. In mid-June, the Ugandan President ordered all
schools to close for 42 days because of the coronavirus. It
is too expensive for the Zambian and Congolese students
to return home, so they were able to get permission for the
students to stay in Uganda and get the vaccination as soon as
possible. Pray for them and their teachers.

This will also affect the nine DMI Deaf churches in
Uganda and the pastors and evangelists working in them.
Our senior advisor in Africa, Sam Begumisa, led a mission
in Kwania in central Uganda, where Richard Odongo serves
as an evangelist and leader of the Deaf church. Sam stayed
in Lira with Dennis Dagkene for security reasons, and
together they drove and joined Richard for the outreach.

18 Deaf people ‘heard’ the Word and came to Christ at the
meeting! They wanted to be baptised immediately but were 2
kilometres from water so had to postpone the baptisms until
a later time. Our evangelists continue to spread the Word of
God, and even in challenging times, the love of God is still
breaking into people’s lives. That’s good news!

Update on Myanmar

Things are still grim in Myanmar. The banks remain
closed and the ATMs are only allowing the withdrawal of 3
lakhs a week (about ¥20,000). Because the price of bus fares
has doubled, attendance at church has dropped. Still, in a
recent report from DMI leader Pa-Lian, he rejoices in 60
Deaf gathering to celebrate the Lord’s supper followed by a
wonderful meal thanks to donations of rice, oil, noodles, and
onions from a kind Korean couple.

COVID is rampant in Kalay where the DMI school is.
Saw Monday, his family, and the cook have all been very ill,
but we praise the Lord they are recovering now. Other reports
are beginning to come in of others in our Deaf families and
congregations who are infected. Let’s left them in prayer and
ask for healing.
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