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Dear Friends and Supporters of DMI,

Spring is here with all the splendor of cherry
blossoms, azaleas and so many other spring flowers.
It brings with it a lot of new starts ? new schools,
new jobs, moving to new homes etc. We look
forward to it being the start of great things in the
world of the deaf ? bringing hope and salvation to
many around the world.

This month we are sending you an update on
some of the DMI schools and dormitories, where
the children you help support are living and being
educated. Jenny Reid in Australia compiles these
informative reports for us. We hope you will enjoy
reading it and feel privileged to be part of such a
great work. Your prayers and your gifts are so much
appreciated.

With warmest greetings from the Japan DMI
Board.

Alayne Madore
Chairperson
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Dear Sponsors and Supporters,
We are very grateful for your ongoing support of deaf students and young people. Thank you for your interest and
financial contributions. There are approximately 380 deaf students and young adults who are attending a school,
college or vocational centre for the deaf because of your generosity.

The young children very quickly have happy smiles as they make deaf friends for the first time in their lives, and the

older students are very thankful for the opportunities education gives them.
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING DMI
UGANDA - -_—
The Secondary Deaf Students are studying extremely hard to pass the same government \
exams as hearing people in Uganda, and the schools for the deaf charge higher fees than ’
schools for hearing people! We are very pleased to announce that one of our secondary
school graduates has been offered a place at Kyambogo University in Kampala. Also,
four secondary graduates are now studying to be Primary Teachers at lganga Primary
Teacher Training College. These 4 students do need sponsorship so if you are interested
in sponsoring a deaf teacher’s college student please contact me.
There are about 12 primary and 12 secondary students supported by Deaf Ministries
International at this time and 6 university or college students. They are all very poor and

could not continue to attend school without your financial support. _

KENYA

The IMMANUEL CHRISTIAN SCHOOL for the DEAF IN KENYA finished the year very sadly with the sudden
death of the Senior Teacher, Paul Owaka. Paul became deaf at the age of 8 and after working as a tailor he then
became a teacher of the deaf. He has been teaching since 1996 and all the children loved him dearly. It was a
joy to see their affection for him when | visited the school last year. Wesley, the Principal said in his email “His
sudden death has brought a dark cloud over ICSD and the whole community.” The whole school had
enjoyed an excursion to another school for the deaf on the Friday. Paul had not felt well and died in hospital the
next day. He is very sadly missed by his family, everybody at the school and the community.

This all happened around the time for planning the Graduation
Ceremony and the Parent Teacher Association meeting, so these
have been postponed until the children resume school in January.
While the children are on holidays the teachers are conducting
classes for parents to learn Kenyan Sign language so they can sign
to their children. The good news is the school now has electricity,
and the garden on the new land is growing very well. Corn and
sweet potatoes are ‘inter-cropped’ and fresh vegetables are now on
the menu. The children help after school as an introduction to
farming which is an important vocational skill for them.

MYANMAR
The 9 new children at the IMMANUEL SCHOOL for the DEAF have settled into school very quickly and they are
one big happy family. Some of the girls started school in lovingly made special dresses in the school colours of
green and white and others wore their shirts with school badges. Our school is afflllated with the Government

School in Kalay and they set the questions for our exams. One boy
and one girl from grade 6 gained very good results even compared
with the hearing children. With 19 children at this school it is
overcrowded and new buildings must be built for the local
authorities to allow us to continue.

The sleeping quarters are very cramped and the classrooms are
built of woven raffia. Sometimes the teachers and children need to
wear their coats in class to keep warm! There is land for new
buildings but extra finances are needed so we can continue with
the building and gain government permission to open again next
year.




EGYPT

Our vocational work in Egypt is continuing and thank you to those who support
this work. The engineering for the irrigation of the date palms and olive trees on
the farm has taken a long time but water for the plantation will be a big
advantage. Jewellery making, handcraft and woodwork training for young adults
is continuing and deaf communities meet in several places and also play football
and basketball at the YMCA in Cairo mid week.

THAILAND :
MY SIGN Kindergarten and Dormitory in Chlangmal has now moved to a
new rented building. It is in a better position than the previous property. The
bamboo Kindergarten buildings were dismantled and reconstructed on the new
site. Two new young children are attending the Kindergarten and our original 2
boys are now attending the Chiangmai School for the Deaf with six other deaf
students whose homes are too far away to attend a school that caters for deaf
students. We have started a Dormitory so they can stay in Chiangmai and
attend school and travel home for weekends and holidays. They are driven to
school each day and the children enjoy the friendship of the other deaf children.

NEWS FROM THE PHILIPPINES

The Immanuel Deaf Center at Davao has more than 120 students. Some attend local schools and others the
DMI Secondary School or College on the same campus. Many of the students live in the Dormitory at the Deaf
Center because they come from isolated places and cannot travel to school daily. This school provides excellent
secondary and college education for the deaf, and young adults are encouraged to continue their education to
g|ve themselves better opportunltles to gain employment. Some of our current teachers were students at the
school and others are teaching g

in the Philippines. They are a
real success story for the deaf.

The Deaf Center has many
activities and special days when
parents travel to school if
possible. The 17" Anniversary
of DMI at Davao was celebrated
on October the 18" with
Thanksgiving activities, a parade, and a ‘yell and cheer dance’ from the 4 groups in violet, blue, fushia and
yellow; as well as 2 days of sports activities. The Kakayahan Fair is an annual activity also called National
Disability Prevention and Rehabilitation Week. During this week DMI Philippines were asked to perform a
presentation number and the photo shows a tribal dance. This week-long activity is used to inform people of the
rights of disabled persons and show their abilities in special performances.

The BACOLOD Dormitory is going well and there are now more than a dozen students staying there during the
week so they can attend a school that caters for the deaf. Some are older teenagers who have never had the
chance to attend school before due to distance and poverty. They are very thankful for this opportunity.

The Fishermen of Christ Learning Center at LIGAO greatly appreciated the
repairs made by an Australian working party. The students are really enjoying
the repaired swing, and the new piggery now has 5 piglets to re-start that
project. On September 24" students from Malinao joined them to celebrate
the 26™ year of serving the deaf, and a thanksgiving program with special
items and contests and games was enjoyed despite heavy rain. Several High
School Graduates gained good jobs at a laboratory that makes V|tam|n tablets
— this year and other High School Graduates i

are continuing their studies at Ligao or other colleges.

The students from the Malinao campus celebrated their Anniversary on
November 20™ with a community parade in the Barangay where the school is
located. The students presented a dance as part of the Sports Fest.

On December 3™ both schools will have an educational tour of tourist spots in
the Camarines Sur area and meet students from other schools.

Thank you for your interest, and financial contributions to Deaf Ministries International.

Jenny Reid - International Sponsorship Co-ordinator Email: jenny.reid@deafmin.org




