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Dear friends and supporters,

This spring, as we enjoy the beauty of the cherry blossoms, I pray that
the Lord is blessing you in many ways! It is the first time that [ am writing,
so please allow me to introduce myself. My name is Dan, and my wife
Karen and I came to Japan from the USA as missionaries twelve years
ago. We originally served with a church in Hiroshima, but since five years
ago, our main ministry is at Osaka International Church. We also have the
privilege of serving on the DMI Japan Board.

In February, we traveled to Chiang Mai, Thailand for a mission
conference, and while we are there we had the joy of visiting the work of
DMI in Thailand. Today, I would like to share a little about the things that
we learned. DMI Thailand is led by a very impressive Christian man whose
Thai name is 26 characters long, so we just call him by his nickname,
“Tomm”.

In the above photo, you can see Tomm on the left, then my wife,
myself, Neville, and other members of the DMI Thailand team. They are
a wonderful group, and they are very committed to serving the Lord.
Several of them are deaf, including the pastor of the Chiang Mai DMI Deaf
Church and the lead teacher for the deaf preschool called “My Sign.” In
the background, you can see the school, made entirely of bamboo and
wood. This preschool is a new ministry, and the photo is from their first
graduation ceremony. In front, you can see the two proud graduates.
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Car for Africa

Sorry, but this is not the car.
However, this is the type of vehicle
that is needed to deal with the
rough roads of Uganda. We are
committed to completing this
project this summer and buying
whatever we can afford, since the
project has been delayed for too
long. So we will accept donations
for this fund through the end of
May, and then close the project
and select a car with the funds
available, either shipping one
from Japan or Australia or buying
one in Africa. So if you have been
thinking of donating to this cause
but haven’t done so yet, please
respond by the end of May.

Thank you!

Studies at the school are challenging, and the students have to work
hard. We saw them take difficult graduation exams F
before receiving their certificates and a teddy bear for
graduation. They are very happy to be able to attend
the school, and their families know how fortunate they | =+
are. The Thai government has some special elementary
schools for the deaf, but no preschools. As a result, most
deaf Thai children start 1st grade with no preparation.
Often the families are at a loss as to how to communicate
with the children, and the kids have almost no ability
to communicate, count, or do any of the things that

(continued on back)




(continued from front)

Japanese children learn in preschool.

The school is very good, but also very small. Ten new children are
expected to enter this month, and that will be the full capacity. Tomm has
a larger vision. He wants to expand the preschool and add an elementary
school as well. The Thai government is enthusiastic, because they do not
have enough budget to place all of their deaf children in elementary school
and they have no budget for deaf preschool. Tomm doesn’t have the funds
either, but he is moving forward boldly as he prays for the Lord to provide
the funds month by month.

The preschool is only one of the DMI Thailand ministries. Another
ministry is a thriving deaf church that we were able to attend one Sunday.
Two deaf pastors work
together at the preaching
and teaching, and the
enthusiasm of the
congregation is great.
There are many young
people attending, and their

was fun!

2008 Egypt Conference

Just a reminder that the you are
invited to the international DMI
conference October 1-5, 2008 in
Alexandria, Egypt. So far several
people from Japan have shown
interest in attending. You received
a brochure with the winter
newsletter, but if you need more
information or more brochures,
feel free to contact us.

faces shine with the love of the Lord. They welcomed us with open
arms and spent some time giving us Thai sign language names! It

Another part of the DMI work is in developing various job opportunities for the deaf so that they can be self-

crew at the night market.

supporting. On the high-tech end, there is a video ministry that trains the deaf
in how to use video cameras and computers to produce films. They even have a
§ television program called “My Sign” which is based on the preschool. The program
is powerful in breaking down prejudice against deaf people in Thailand by showing
that deaf people can have a very normal life with just a little help to get started.
On the low-tech end, DMI teaches older deaf people how to make craft items that
can be sold, and then the younger deaf learn how to operate a small business by
running a sales stand in the night market. The photo shows us with a young sales

The My Sign preschool is looking for child sponsors for the children who will start to attend this month, as well
as school sponsors so that the school can be expanded to meet more needs. If you would like to designate a new

sponsorship to My Sign or one of
the children, you can make a note
of that when you apply. Thank you
and God bless you!

In Jesus' love,

Dan Ellrick
DMI Japan board member & pastor
of Osaka International Church
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DMI Japan Board

We took a group photo of the DMI Japan Board at our last meeting, so this
is a good time to introduce ourselves. In the back row, from left to right, are:
Alayne Madore (board chairperson), Ron Stoller, Joan Stoller (translation),
Karen Ellrick (homepage and publications), Beth Robinson, Orlaug
Fukuzawa (treasurer), and Georgia Sams. In the front row are: Shin Ochiai,
Dan Ellrick, Aiko Mori (sponsorships), Taiko Tsujimoto (car project), and Mie
Katayama (newsletter proofreading and mailing). We desire to serve you,
those in Japan who pray for and support the work of DMI, so if there is any
way that we can do that better, please let us know.
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