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DMI JapAN Summer2018 -English-

Welcome to New Sponsors

In April we were privileged to have the
Executive Director of DMI, Neville Muir, and his
wife and son Ian, spend time with us in Japan. It
was good to meet up with so many of you who
faithfully support the work of DMI, and also
meet new people who have started to sponsor a
child or receive this newsletter and pray for the
work. Thank you, one and all. This time I would
like to give you news from two Japanese who
are involved in DMI work, and also to tell you
about a camp in Lebanon for the Syrian Deaf.

The DMI Japan board meeting in April was more like a
reunion, as we were joined by Neville, Lill, and lan Muir,
Ron and Joan Stoller (retired board members visiting
from USA), and Orlaug Fukuzawa (former treasurer).

Camping on Two Islands in the Philippines
Masago Minatozaki,
JDBF Sasebo Deaf Baptist Church

April 17-26 we served as a couple on two
islands in the Philippines, at DMI camps and a
teacher’s workshop.

1. Bicol

Before landing at Legazpi Airport, we saw
beautiful Mount Mayon, resembling Mount
Fuji. At the airport, Mr. and Mrs. Arnell Benitez
(Deaf) and their hearing sons welcomed us.

April 17-19 we held the DMI Bicol Deaf
camp at Emiland Resort Beach at Tobacco City
in Albay Province in the south of the Bicol
peninsula. I shared the word of the Lord with
the theme, “The Preparation of God”.

About 75 people participated in the camp.
Except for the teachers, it was my first meeting
with most of the people. Most of them were
young people, and I was delighted to see that
they would be able to carry on in the future.

During the camp, every morning at about 4
a.m. the staff would go to the town market by
tricycle to buy pork, chicken, and vegetables.
When [ asked why, [ was told it was out of con-
cern that the participants have fresh produce to
avoid food poisoning. The camp kitchen had no
refrigerator or cooking stove, so it was quite a
challenge, but they did a great job. All the staff
worked hard behind the scenes to enable the
participants to be healthy and study God's word
with joy.

Besides worship, there were crafts, skits, etc.,
and kids of all ages had fun together. After the
choir praise program, each choir member chose
songs and sang praise. I was impressed by their
memory of the lyrics. After I shared the gospel,
four Deaf people confessed their belief in Jesus.
Hallelujah! I give thanks for the help of the
Holy Spirit.

On the last day, Filipino Deaf evangelist
Benitez conducted a baptism in the sea for the
four new believers. It was Mr. Benitez's first time
to perform a baptism, so I'm sure it was a great
experience for him.

After the camp was over, we took a jeepney
to the Fishermen of Christ Learning Center in
Ligao, where we held a teacher’s workshop
Friday and Saturday, April 20-21. There are no
pastors in the Bicol region, so most of the partic-
ipants were evangelists. The board members
also participated. I lectured on “Eschatology”
for 8 hours (8 am to 5 pm) on Friday and for 4
hours (8 am to 12 pm) on Saturday. I was very
happy to see the participants listening enthusi-
astically and taking notes. And even though I am
older, I never got tired - the Lord supported and
protected me.

On Sunday the 22nd, we celebrated worship
at Fisherman of Christ’s hall, and I was privi-
leged to give the message. Eight Deaf people
responded to the message by confessing faith
in Jesus as their Savior and being led to follow
Him. Please pray for their spiritual growth.

2. Negros Deaf Camp

On Monday the 23rd, we flew to Bacolod
airport on Negros Island. Pastor Albert Mercado
met us and took us to his house. The Negros
Deaf Camp was held April 24-26 at a seminary
on the outskirts of Bacolod City. The theme
of the camp was “Strong: Fight, Finish, Faith”,
based on 2 Timothy 4:7: “I have fought the good
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the



faith.” 65 people participated in the camp, and
I gave four messages. Like Bicol, this camp also
enjoyed skits, praise, crafts, etc.

The next day, Pastor and Mrs. Mercado con-
ducted a baptism at a beautiful river, and four
Christian brothers and sisters were baptized.
After it was over, it was heart-wrenching to
watch the Filipino Deaf ride home in a terribly
dilapidated bus. But even though they are poor,
they have smiles and a bright outlook.

Thanks to God for His wonderful work in
blessing the camps on these two islands. And
thank you for your prayers for my health,
spirit, and service. Chuncheon Deaf Church
in Korea, my denomination JDBF, and sister
church DBBC gave a generous offering to the
Bicol Deaf Camp. May they receive a bountiful
blessing from the Lord.

35th Anniversary Worship Service on Easter
Kumiko Nagasawa (Korea)

Greetings from Korea to all of the DMI
supporters in Japan! I am happy to share this
at the request of Alayne Madore, chairman of
DMI Japan.

Easter this year was the 35th anniversary
of the Gangwa Immanuel Deaf Church where
we serve. Here in Korea such anniversaries are
celebrated even more than in Japan, but this
year we invited the Muirs to join in, so it was
extra special.

Our church is located on high ground on
Ganghwa Island. It is close to North Korea,
which can be seen across the 2.6 km-wide Han
River. So, in God’s time, the way will be open
from here to North Korea, and we will spread
the gospel to the Deaf people there, and on to
every corner of the world as welll We continue
to pray for that, by the power of the Holy Spirit.

On Easter this year we had a memorial
service for our church family, celebrated the
resurrection of the Lord, and had communion
together. Pastor Muir oversaw the ceremony
and distributed the bread and wine to all of the
baptized believers, together with Pastor Oh Sei
Hwang (from Australia). It was a very solemn
commemoration of Jesus’ death on the cross.
We desire to proclaim the meaning of the
Lord’s death until He comes again. The worship
message by Pastor Muir, titled “The Influence
of One Person,” was based on Romans 5:18-19.
The message was a very inspiring challenge
to renew our mission, and the communion
ceremony afterward was an empowering time
of grace.

In additional big news, my husband’s mother,
at 96 years, was called to heaven two weeks
prior, on March 16th. It was actually by her
prayers and at her request that the Muirs began
to evangelize the Deaf in her church in Incheon.

Three out of five kids could not hear, and she
wanted to somehow tell them about Jesus, so
she prayed and asked Missionary Muir, who had
been supporting the Deaf school her husband
went to even while still single. Now it is certain
that the Lord has guided these things; this work
has spread to 20 countries around the world.

[ testify that the “influence of one person” can
certainly be seen by this. My husband has great
filial piety, and he cherished his mother to the
end. I was constantly impressed. I believe this
has God’s blessing. I am confident that now, with
Jesus, his mother has the greatest happiness,
and I will not stop believing that we will be
reunited in heaven in the Lord. And, as husband
and wife, with our family, we have a renewed
dedication to further missions and work.

Please pray for us and our church. May the
Lord’s grace and blessings be on youl!

Lebanon Camp for Syrian Deaf

Neville writes:

My most recent adventure was to Beirut in
Lebanon for a conference with our Syrian Deaf
church and leaders. It was a very special time
of blessing for us all. Gunnar from Norway
spoke on the Father’s heart and the love God
the Father has for each of us. This was very
special to our Syrian Deaf who have suffered
through seven years of war. A large section of
our church in Damascus came by bus for the
four-day gathering, Most had never been out of
Syria before.

We are so thankful to an organization called
Open Doors who paid for the gathering here,
including transport to and from Syria. They
covered Gunnar’s and my expenses too (minus
the airfares)! Open Doors is of Bible smuggling
fame from way back during the Cold War. They
are still being a blessing and help to many.

The Syrians had had a long journey too,
made more difficult by police checks along the
route and a time consuming border crossing.
Almost none had been out of Syria, so this was
an adventure to be sure. Good to be in a place
where there is no war and bombings. Apparent-
ly, though, life in Damascus has been been much
better in recent days, so we can only hope that it
will stay that way for a while. Not so sure about
the rest of Syria.



