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DMI JapAN Winter 2016

Dear DMI supporters,

Another New Year has begun,
and we trust it will be a year full of
blessings for you and your family.
Thank you for your prayers and
continued support for the work
of DMI worldwide. Jenny Reid,
who is in charge of the worldwide
sponsorship program for DMI
International, has sent a great
report on each of the schools and I
hope you will enjoy reading it.

There are two important
matters for prayer.

@ Please pray for the DMI workers
and the deaf Christians in Syria.

In our last update, we had
heard that those who had
been kidnapped had been
returned to their village but
were still being held captive.
Since then we have heard
that the village came under
attack which gave them
an opportunity to escape.
They are now in hiding in an
undisclosed village. Sadly,
at some point during the

- English -

upheaval, nine of those
captives were killed, including
one of our Deaf brothers.

Please continue to keep our
Syrian brothers and sisters in
your prayers. Praise the Lord
that amongst the atrocities,
there are many positive
stories coming out of Syria. A
heartfelt thank you to every
one of you around the world
who has upheld this situation
in prayer. The two DMI leaders
have shared that their prayer
is for the terrorists' hearts to
be changed: for evil's blindfold
to be removed and for them
to accept Jesus as Lord. This is
the prayer coming from those
who have been persecuted,
because they have also
witnessed God's grace and
they are obeying the
command to love
their enemies.

This is a photo
of our Deaf brother
who is now with :
his Heavenly Father. N

@ Then please continue to pray
for the health of our Executive
Director, Rev. Neville Muir. You will
remember he had bladder cancer.
He has now been diagnosed with
prostate cancer and is undergoing
tests to decide what the doctors
should do. Praise the Lord it does
not seem to have spread to his
bones or other organs. So it is
probable that he will have surgery
to remove the cancer. Pray for
complete healing.

Then one more thing before
I finish. On Friday, May 20th we
will have a Charity Concert for
DMI in Osaka. There will be an
afternoon performance and an
evening performance and we hope
that many of our DMI supporters
and their friends will come. I
will include flyers in the next
newsletter but I just want you to
make a note of this date in your

schedule.

Thank you again.
Alayne Madore

DMI School Newsletter, December 2015

(see the Japanese newsletter for color photos)

Thank you sponsors and supporters,

More than 390 Deaf students are now studying
at our kindergartens, primary and secondary
schools, colleges, and vocational training centres.
Each year the range of programs and the standards

gained increase.

The vocational training programs are helping

when very young and these orphans need to be fully
supported. Our workers care for them full time.
We could not continue to care for these students
without your interest and financial support.

young Deaf adults learn skills to support

themselves, and some students complete college

Myanmar

We are all very grateful to everyone who
supports this work. Thank you, from students,
parents and teachers.

=

and become teachers of the Deaf. Thank you to our
sponsors and supporters.

This has been a difficult year for Myanmar |
(Burma) when 12 of the 14 states had the worst |
floods for decades. 103 lives were lost and up to 1 |
million people displaced. The area of Kalay where |
our school is was one of the worst affected places. |

There are students who are orphans or have
only one parent, and they experience severe family
hardship. Sadly, some students have been deserted




Many activities are offered to the students during
this week including sports, artistic opportunities
and games like chess that encourage advanced
thinking skills.

Davao has a very good reputation for secondary
education and several Deaf students who have
completed elementary education at other schools,
board at Davao for their secondary education. There
are plans to continue building extra facilities for this
and for a ‘Beauty Parlour’ where older students can
develop manicure, pedicure and beauty therapy skills.

Cagayan de Oro in the Philippines

It is with regret I sadly tell you that a young
girl from Cagayan, who was staying with her
grandmother in the mountains, has passed away
after being bitten by a dog. This is an example
of the disadvantage that our Deaf children from
isolated areas suffer because of poor transport and
few doctors.

The children at
Cagayan all come from
remote areas where
there are no suitable
schools. They are doing
well in school and are very happy, as is seen in this
photo taken at snack time.

ICSD at Ringa in Kenya

The building projects at Ringa in Kenya have
made a huge difference to the school. There is now
a beautiful brick Dining Room and Kitchen building
that doubles as a hall when the tables are pushed
aside. It has a tiled floor and will allow for future
growth of the school. The 2 new dormitories are on
either side of the Dining Room building giving easy
access for the students.

Everyone is thrilled with these facilities and
we are very thankful to Pastor Michael Gantt in
the U.S.A. who has raised a lot of finance for these
buildings. The school continues to excel in the
National Exams and more students are now at
Kuja High school. Maurine, an ex-student is now
a volunteer teacher here until she can enrol at a
teacher’s college next year.

Zamboanguita Farm in the Philippines

This farm project managed by Doug and Val
Clutton trains and employs Deaf people on the farm
or in making value added products. The number
working varies throughout the year but 10 Deaf
people were training there in 2015. The produce
includes pigs for sale of fresh and processed meats,
chickens for eggs and meat, quail eggs, and a range
of fruit and vegetables that are grown and sold in
their shop, and to tourist resorts in the area.

Uganda

Half of the students who are currently sponsored
in Uganda have now advanced to tertiary colleges
or universities. Others have completed teacher
training and gained teaching positions; and they are
to be commended for their perseverance. Vocational
training students have studied bricklaying, carpentry,
concreting, hospitality, tailoring, dressmaking,
knitting machine use and beautician training. This
is a credit to them and to you
their sponsors who have
given them education.
Several others are
now teaching in
Uganda. They are
very thankful to
achieve this level
of education with
support from people
in distant countries.

R
Simon was a DM sponsored
student who trained as a
teacher, gained employment
and is now happily married.

The younger ones are monitored by our Education
Officer who visits them and encourages them and
their families. Most of the children need to board
at school due to distance from home and the best
school is found for each child.

The difference that education makes in a Deaf
child’s life is hard to believe until you visit our
schools and meet happy, confident students whose
lives are completely changed.

We wish you happiness in the New Year. Thank you
for your sponsorship and support.

If you or a friend would
like sponsorship information,
please contact the Japan
board (see Japanese page 1).
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Jenny Reid, International
Sponsorship Coordinator




However the site of our school was carefully chosen
and did not flood.

The school was cut off from the main town and
some of the children could not return to school for
weeks, but lessons resumed as soon as the main
flooding receded. The devastation to the surrounding
area has changed some lives forever. Sadly one of our
students passed away from Dengue fever that spread
rapidly in the months after the flood. Homes were
washed away, dirt roads destroyed; and life is still
extremely hard for the small peasant farmers in the
area. Rebuilding homes and re-establishing farms is a
daunting task for these people.

Computers, sewing and
English are taught now and
our older Deaf students are
studying in hearing high schools
in Kalay and Yangon. This is a
commendable
achievement
for these
Deaf students. The teachers from the
school continue to conduct classes
for the Deaf community at Pintaw
Oo village each weekend and the
students visit them for celebrations
and picnics in the good weather.

—r ——

Jonas is an example of how the Livelihood
Program helps young Deaf people develop
their natural skills to support themselves.

F.C.L.C. at Ligao in the Philippines

The students have had a very busy time since the
school year started in June. They follow the USA
school year model, and as part of their learning
activities have included Nutrition Month, National
Protection Visit, National Reading Month, World
Teaching Day, 32nd Foundation Celebration of
F.C.L.C, the Grade 9 National Career Assessment
Exam; and everyone thoroughly enjoyed the visit by
the work party from Berwick. More maintenance jobs
have now been completed,
the school is very neat ...
and tidy; and the students i{? ,
love having visitors. g

Y 4
These photos show
the visit from National
Protection Services,
and students with their
models during National
Nutrition Month.

Jonas’ Story

Jonas completed his education at F.C.L.C. and
developed excellent artistic and creative skills in
sewing and decoration. He is a recipient of a micro-
enterprise loan from the school, and now works
as a creative decorator for his uncle’'s business
making floral and decorative
arrangements for weddings
and other celebrations. He
also designs promotional
flyers for the school and helps
teach new business ideas to
other young adults in the
Livelihood Program.

Bacolod and Borongan Dormitories in the Philippines

The students at these dormitories come from
places where there are no suitable schools and they
have all been late starting school. Many are orphans
or have only one parent and would not be able to
attend school without sponsorship. Their travel costs
to go home for weekends is also covered. They are
very happy to have Deaf friends and are progressing
well in their learning and
sports. Vince, Gerald
~ and Regine excelled
in the School Sports
at Bacolod. The photo
shows happy students
making Christmas cards
for their sponsors.

Deaf Ministries Institute at Davao in the Philippines

Each year in the Philippines the schools celebrate
the National Disability Prevention and Rehabilitation
Week. This week highlights the capabilities of
Deaf people and encourages all people to learn to
communicate and become involved in the lives of
people with disabilities, as well as deafness. Many
schools participate in street parades and other
activities to help the students understand the skills
of all people.
The students
L8 are dressed
in their best
ready to start
their parade
in this photo.




