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DMI JapAN Autumn 2014/ Winter 2015
- English -

Dear Friends and Supporters,

We are approaching that special time of the year
when we celebrate Christmas. It is the time when we
stop to think of the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the Saviour of the world. He came for all mankind,
hearing as well as those who cannot hear, and we
want everyone to know. This is the reason for the
existence of DMI - to share the love of God through
our ministry in schools and churches in about 26
countries around the world.

In October the 6th DMI International Conference
was held in Seoul, Korea. It was organized by our Deaf
brothers and sisters there, and what a marvelous job
they did. Most of the ‘speakers’ were Deaf and spoke
through sign language. This was interpreted into
spoken English which was then translated into about
5 or 6 other sign languages!! Amazing to watch.

Speaking people find it hard to communicate in
different languages, but in spite of sign languages
being different the Deaf can all communicate
somehow. They love to talk and share together.
Instead of being in a minority situation, signing is the
norm, and we hearing participants felt like we were
handicapped!!! Tribute was paid to Neville and Lill
Muir, who started the work of DMI in Korea 35 years
ago. The whole conference was such a blessing. There
were 10 participants from Japan and [ am including
impressions of the Conference from two of them.
Also, two of the speakers were from Japan - Rev. Jack
Marshall and Rev. Masago Minatozaki.

Syria

It was a privilege to meet the two leaders of the
work in Syria at the conference in Seoul. This is part
of their report.

Syrian greetings to you all. We are still going
through a civil war in Syria, we hear the difficult
news every day but can be witnesses for the
Lord’s work with us. The good news is that we
are continuing in the Deaf meetings, and the
Deaf are very excited to know more about our
God. Twenty Deaf were at Monday’s meeting
and they were at Sunday’s meeting too.

The difficulties of war are a problem and
challenge for us. The fear from shells and
explosions, the weak economy and the spread

of disease due to lack of water and electricity are
all challenges while living here in Syria. Despite
that, we as a church have been encouraged to
continue our vision with joy as we see that the
Lord is with us all the time.

Their report brought tears to the eyes of many
as they heard what was happening there. They
need our prayers for safety, financial provision, and
strength and wisdom as they seek to encourage Deaf
Christians and reach out to other Deaf people.

Congo

There was just one man from Congo, and he gave
an inspiring account of the work there. We hear that
fighting has broken out in Congo, so please pray for
the work and the workers there.

Thank you so much for the way you join with us,
praying and supporting this work, and we wish you
a blessed Christmas, full of joy as you celebrate the
birth of Jesus.

Warmest greetings,
Alayne Madore

PS. Because we wanted to include testimonies
from the conference, we are late writing the Autumn
newsletter, so we decided to combine it with the
Winter issue this year.

You can now see the
Bible in JSL on your
smartphone or tablet!

A free mobile app has recently
been released in iTunes' App
Store and Google Play - search
for "ViBi". It plays the videos of
the Japanese Sign Language
Bible, and also includes
additional helpful features,
most notably "video note-
taking", useful for personal
note taking or for preparation
by Deaf pastors and Bible study
leaders.




Masago Minatozaki (pastor of Sasebo Deaf
Baptist Church)

When my wife and | heard that the 6th DMI
International Conference would be held in Seoul,
South Korea, we wanted to be sure to attend.

Then | received an email from Alayne Madore of
the DMI Japan Board and Korean pastor Yong-
Hwan Kim, chairman of the conference executive
committee, asking me to give a message. At first |
was unsure that | was up to the task, but | looked
to the Lord for help. | think there were about 250
people, both Deaf and hearing, from 23 nations.
There was a greeting from the Korean leadership,
Korean traditional costumes, dancing, magic, a
movie director’s testimony, drums, and reports
of the mission activities by representatives of 23
countries. Where evangelism is outlawed, like
Islam countries, Deaf churches being established
is a miracle! It's only by the Lord’s grace and mercy
- God'’s works are amazing!

Messages were given by the main speaker, Deaf
British pastor Bob McFarland, by Jack Marshall,
an American missionary working in Amagasaki in
Hyogo Prefecture, and by myself. Bob McFarland
used British sign, but his gestures were easy to
understand even without interpretation. | was
blessed and encouraged by the energetic message
given by Jack Marshall, who doesn’t seem his age
of 85. | did my best to give a message in Korean
sign, while Pastor Kim assisted. When | didn't know
the Korean sign and resorted to English finger
spelling, he filled in the vocabulary. I'm thankful to
the Lord and Pastor Kim.

Deaf pastors and hearing leaders came from
Australia, SE Asia, Europe, Egypt, Kenya, Tanzania,
Uganda, Congo, Nigeria, South Africa, Chad,
Zambia, Syria, and more — they gave testimonies
and shared sign-based praise songs from their
countries.

CODAs who are apparently leaders in Uganda
gave public appreciation on behalf of JDBF for
prayers and offerings that have been given for
the Uganda Bible School. Praise the Lord for the
spread of the gospel in East Africa and raising up
of Deaf pastors and evangelists.

The next conference will be in Norway in June
2017. If the Lord allows, my wife and | hope to go
there, too. Let's all go together.

Nobuko Dangi (DMI Japan board member)

This was my first time to attend a DMI
International Conference. To see brothers and
sisters from all over the world gathered in one
place to praise the Lord and pray together was
cause for thanksgiving. Main speaker Pastor Bob
gave very heart challenging, wonderful messages.
Pastor Bob's messages were in sign language, but
there were interpreters into other sign languages,
and the message was translated into English and
then other spoken languages for the hearing
people there. In this way everybody could hear
the message. Participants came from 23 different
countries and over 150 people attended. It was
an amazing time of fellowship. In between times
we had fun programs like games and magic. Even
those who couldn't do sign language could enjoy
fellowship with the help of interpreters. Then each
country gave reports on the work they were doing,
and | felt even more strongly that | should pray for
and support the work of DMIL. In three years | hope
| can go to the next conference.

Kumiko Hayashi (DMI sponsor)

| was privileged to be able to attend the DMI 35th
anniversary Conference. | can't do sign language,
but | used to work with Lill Muir, and | support
Judith Akoth in Kenya, so | decided to go.

At the conference it seemed that everyone
was talking in sign language and every country
had their own language, plus sign language,
but | was surprised at how somehow we could
communicate.

During the report from DMI Japan, together with
two young Japanese girls and a Deaf Korean girl,
we signed a song for everyone. | had been told
that facial expression is important, so with wide
eyes and smiling faces we did our song. All the
conference participants thought it was wonderful
and joined in with us. We were so happy to be
able to do this.

After the program had finished one day, the
lobby was full of young people using all different
kinds of languages, discussing history etc., and |
found | could talk a little to some English speaking
people, which surprised me. From attending the
conference this time | found that even if you don't
have the same language, you can communicate
your feelings to others, and overcome language
and country differences. The next conference will
be in Norway in 3 years, and | am looking forward
to meeting everyone there. | want to work hard
and try and learn some sign language, and also
improve my English.

Everyone, let's meet again in Norway.
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