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DMI JapanN Spring 2013
- English -

Dear friends and supporters of DMI,

Spring has come and by the time you get
this the cherry blossoms will have come and
gone, but we can still enjoy all the other
beautiful spring flowers. It is time of new
beginnings for so many people and we trust
that for each one of you, the coming year will
be a year of blessings and joy.

DMI Philippines Visit

For about a year I have been mentioning the
planned visit in my newsletters. Now the visit is
history. We were a group of 10, three couples,
two ladies and two men. We were especially
pleased to have the two deaf men join our
group. These two men faithfully support
the work among the deaf in underprivileged
countries. Wonderful to see deaf helping deaf,
as well as hearing people helping the deaf.

It was such a blessing to meet the children
we send support to each month. As a group we
took every child a pen and a toothbrush, plus
some candy, and then we took extra things for
the schools to use. Also, thanks to the support
of people in Japan, and money donated by
those visiting the schools, we were able to give
a substantial monetary gift to each school.
Then there was a special gift for DMI schools
as a dying wish from a man who passed away
with cancer. We were able to give half to each
school we visited, in memory of Mr. Yuichi
Hayashi. Thanks be to God.

[ am sending short reports written by the
two ladies who joined the tour and I know you
will enjoy reading them. We hope we will be
able to take other supporters to see the work
of DMI in other countries in the future.

(see Japanese reports - not translated
into English)

On March 31st I unexpectedly found myself
in Seoul, and it was a real blessing to be able to
attend the 30th anniversary celebrations of the
Kangwha Immanuel Deaf Church started by
DMI. They have their own very nice building
and the pastor is Rev. Doo Hyong Lee and his
wife Kumiko Nagasawa from Yamagata, Japan.
The pastor of Kumiko’s church in Yamagata,
Rev. Kazutoshi Ito came to speak on this
occasion. The Church was full with mainly
deaf people but also a few hearing pastors
from local churches and others. Both Doo
Hyong and Kumiko are tired after 30 years of
pastoring, so please remember them in your
prayers. They have 3 sons and their youngest,
Yohanne, has just commenced at a Baptist
seminary, believing God is calling him to be a
missionary.

We are enclosing the financial statement
for the year 2012 and we praise God for His
provision, but when we were in the Philippines
we were shocked to find out that Japan only
contributes about 1% of the total amount
need to keep the work of DMI going. Surely
we can do better than this! We are thankful
for everyone who is a supporter, but please
help us find others to join in this wonderful
opportunity to give an education to deaf
children in countries where they are thought
as having no value because they are deaf. This
is one way of showing them love, love from
fellow human beings, and love from God.

Warmest greetings,

Alayne Madore
Chairperson, Japan DMI Board



Excerpts from DMI International Newsletter, March 2013

We have been blessed again by teams visiting
our work in the Philippines. One came from
Australia and another from Japan. The team
from Australia did practical work like lots of
painting, as well as encouraging everyone at
the school. The team from Japan visited their
sponsored children and updated their knowledge
of the work in the Philippines. Rev. Jack Marshall
also preached and spoke at the celebrations in
Davao. February is usually a good month to visit
but, something went wrong and it rained all the
time - even delaying flights. It was too wet for
sightseeing but, they all experienced the warmth
of Filipino hospitality and were able to visit the
kids they had been sponsoring, so well worth the
effort. Thanks to both teams for their contribution
and encouragement.

There is always something going wrong and
some of our folk are going through a lot of trials
and pressures. They really need our prayers,
support and encouragement to cope with current
and past issues:

People Needing Prayer

Cung Than Maw is one of our young deaf lads
from Kalay. It was discovered that he has been
gradually losing his eye sight to the point that
now, he can hardly cope with anything in class.
During our recent visit he accompanied us back
to Yangon on the bus to visit the specialist. It was
such fun having him with us as he had never been
out of Kalay before and the big city of Yangon
was a marvel to him. He saw for the first time,
buildings more than 3 stories tall and the look
of amazement on his face was priceless when I
put my credit card into a machine and money
came out! For the first time he ate ice cream,
which went down well but, Coke was just too
much for him. Unfortunately nothing can be done
for his sight. He has Ushers syndrome and will
progressively get worse. Please pray that he will
be able to cope well and for our staff who have
not handled this type of issue before.

Ruth Njihia is the daughter of Daniel & Jane,
our missionaries to Tanzania, from Kenya. She

is studying in our Bible School in Uganda but, is
actually almost a staff member as she is called
on to do many other tasks. On her way back to
Uganda from visiting her parents in Tanzania, the
bus in which she was travelling overturned (in
Kenya) killing two passengers and injuring her
leg. She was admitted into hospital in Kisumu,
which is in a Luo tribal area. Ruth is a Kikuyu. It
was election time and tension between the two
tribes was high. Daniel was so concerned to see
her out of Kisumu and safely in Uganda, for fear
of tribal tensions overflowing into violence as
is what happened last election time. Ruth was
released from hospital and made it safely back
to Uganda. However, on further examination it
was discovered that she had broken her thigh
bone! She is now in much discomfort and pain
and needs further treatment. Please pray for
Ruth and if you would like to help with some of
her medical expenses, please notify us. Daniel is
hoping to visit her now that travel through Kenya
is possible.

Papy Muteberwa, one of our Congoleset
School students was travelling back to Goma,
Congo from a visit to our Church in Butembo.
The bus he was travelling in was attacked by
rebels; people were shot, some hacked to death
and robbed. He was robbed of everything he had
including his passport, clothes, phone and camera.
The Bible School used most of their budget for
the month to rescue him and get him back to
Uganda. He is understandably traumatised, needs
counselling and psychological help as he can't get
the incident out of his mind. Please pray for Papy
and for ways and means to help him.

Nedal and Fadi in Syria need no introduction;
Syria has been in the news so much these days.
Things are getting tougher and we do not know
what the future holds for them, or the work in
Syria itself for that matter. Things are getting
closer and a bombing in the street just outside
Nedal's family home (Damascus) brought the
conflict frighteningly close. Please continue to
pray for them, their families and the work in
Syria.



Projects

With the purpose in mind of providing work
for deaf people and a source of income to help
sustain our work in areas where we are involved,
various projects have been undertaken in order
to reach this goal. Some have been producing
for some time now; others are just beginning
and others are still in the dream/planning stage.
Already successful projects have been the pigs,
rice mill, rice lands and the cheese-cake coffee
shop in China.

Project Realities:

Bing Medes in Ligao has been doing a
fantastic job helping deaf people set up cottage
industries and mini businesses in the area, as
well as helping the deaf find jobs. She is a real
answer to prayer and we are so thankful. She was
teaching some of the deaf simple accounting when
we were there. This a necessity when running
your own business; like these micro entrepreneurs
- clockwise L-R: Christie, Jack, Daneline, Donna,
Jonas and Karen. (see photo collage in Japanese
newsletter)

Rubber - In spite of typhoons and other
difficulties the rubber is finally being harvested
and our first sales will be in a week or so. It was
exciting to see the rubber latex filling the cups,
which we hope will eventually be a great source
of income to help the work in Mindanao. Well---
exciting if you consider a white liquid slowly
dripping into a cup exciting! The prospects
however, are exciting. After the last typhoon
things were set back somewhat but, are now being
overcome. The road to the plantation is still a bit
of a challenge but, it is manageable at this stage.

Pearls - Some of our deaf folk in Cagayan
De Oro are making fresh water pearl jewellery.
We are sourcing a supply of the pearls and the
deaf are using them to make necklaces, earrings
and bracelets of various designs. This source of
income is helping feed the kids in the dorm and
other ministry expenses. We have a supply of the
jewellery here in the office if your are interested
to purchase.

Mangoes - An investor in Canada has made it
possible to purchase a 4.7 hectare (11.6 acres)
mango plantation in Zamboanguita in Negros.
This is a huge undertaking, which will provide

employment opportunities for many deaf people
as it necessitates a large amount of work to
attend the large number of trees. Each piece of
fruit has to be wrapped in paper as it ripens and
there are hundreds of mangoes in each tree. It
certainly consists of more work than imagined.
Doug Clutton is heading up this project. A 19-
page proposal is available; please contact us if you
are interested in contributing to this worthwhile
venture.

Project Dreams:

Bacolod Dorm - God willing we are hoping to
purchase the house used for our dorm and centre
in Bacolod. Already about $60,000 has been
promised so as soon as we get a final negotiated
price we can hopefully purchase this place. What
a blessing that will be to the kids and Albert and
Kim in Bacolod.

Quails - About $2,000 is required to set up a
quail egg and meat producing business in Samar.
A proposal is available for this also.

Fresh Water - The amount of typhoon damage
to areas of Cagayan de Oro, has necessitated
people having to purchase drinking water and
carry it long distances to their homes. In the
village/subdivision where our dorm and centre
are situated, no running, drinking water is
available. The introduction of a drinking water
supply business would be a long term project; it
would provide income and further employment
opportunities for the deaf. About $7,000 is
needed for this project.

Coffee Shop, China - We are currently looking
for a suitable place to open a coffee shop in the
nearby city of Xiaguan. The current one is in the
old town of Dali not far away but, the new city
does not sport such a facility. Our team there are
searching for a suitable place. Once again this
project will help support the work in China and
provide employment opportunities for the deaf.

If you are interested in helping with any
of these projects please contact us for more
information.

Thank you again for your support and
encouragement towards our work among the deaf
worldwide.

Neville and Lill Muir



