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Dear Friends and supporters of DMI,

New Year's greetings from the Japan Board of DMI,
and thank you again for your continued support of
Deaf Ministries International. Receipts for donations
in 2012 will be sent out with our next newsletter.

This month we are sending you the report on the
Deaf schools run or supported by DMI. We hope you
will be encouraged by what you read, and be assured
that because of people like you, many Deaf children
in underprivileged countries are getting an education,
and learning about the love of God. Thank you so
much.

In February, eight supporters from Japan will
be travelling to the Philippines to see first hand the
school at Ligao and the dormitory and work in Davao.
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Some will also meet the
children they are sponsoring.
Next letter I hope to have lots
of photos to send to you. Do
pray for us as we go, that we
will be an encouragement to
the people we meet - both
staff and students at the
schools.

Warmest greetings,

Alayne Madore
Japan DMI Board Chairperson
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Dear Sponsors and Supporters

| would like to pass on to you the sincere thanks
and appreciation from the parents and teachers at our
schools and colleges. They see firsthand the changes
that education brings to the lives of the deaf children. It is
a joy to me when | compare the first and later photos of
the children, and | hope this is also evident in the photos
of your sponsored child when you receive a new photo or
card. Past students in the Philippines and Uganda have
completed tertiary studies and are themselves working
as teachers of the deaf or leaders in their local deaf
communities. A wonderful achievement!

The school enrolments have increased in Myanmar
and Kenya and new buildings have been completed
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to accommodate them. At Chiang Mai in Thailand the
government school for the deaf is now providing dormitory
accommodation for our children who were staying at the My
Sign dormitory. They have received a thorough educational
foundation in their early years at My Sign Pre-school and
are excelling at school. | would like to extend their thanks to
all supporters of the children in Thailand, and it is satisfying
to know that the government is catering for their needs.

As | started this newsletter | said that there had been no
natural disasters in the areas where our schools are. But
| now need to report that on December the 3rd Typhoon
Pablo (international name was Bopha) hit Mindanao and
other southern Philippine Islands. The death toll is already
more than 100 but we are thankful that our students and
staff on Mindanao Island are accounted for at this time.
Also there is no major damage to the school in Davao,
but one of our families has lost their home. We are very
relieved that floods did not race through our school building
at Davao as happened in June 2011.

In Cagayan de Oro trees fell on the piggery and the
bridge on the only road to our Rubber Plantation was
destroyed. This means we cannot access the plantation
even to see what damage there is. Also the rubber trees
have just started production and we don’t yet know how the
latex can be brought out to market
with the bridge destroyed.

At Davao in the Philippines
the school and college passed their
government accreditation with flying
colours. They are to be commended
on the high standard of education
they have maintained for many
years, and a permit for the Primary
grade level has now also been
awarded. The school participated in
many extra activities including the
20th Anniversary Foundation Week,
Disability and Rehabilitation Week
and World Teachers’ Day. Our students are encouraged to
join the Boys and Girls Brigade, an organization similar to
scouting; and develop vocational skills in a range of areas
from massage therapy to masonry work.

It has been a busy time at Ligao in the Philippines.
In September an Australian work party of 15, coordinated
by retired Pastor Barry Cutchie;
painted the Hall, built new
playground equipment and repaired
many items around the school.
They also completely renovated a
building for the new Deaf Project
and Employment Center. Bing
Medes who was the head teacher
at Malinao will lead this work to
develop employment projects for
deaf people in the Ligao area. The
work party was there during the
29th Foundation Day celebrations
and joined in the street parade and
had a wonderful time getting to know the students. We are
very grateful for their hard work for the school. In November
Chi Luna, the School Directress was interviewed on radio to
promote the vision of the school and the programs offered
to deaf children.
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In the Visaya Islands several secondary students
from Borongan on Samar Island in the Philippines
have moved to Bacolod to study at the
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Bacolod City National High School. There
are now 13 students at Borongan and 22
at Bacolod. The students are grateful for
the opportunity to go to school as there are
no suitable schools near their homes and
parents cannot afford the cost of sending
them to school. All students at Primary,
Secondary and College level graduated with
flying colours earlier this year and enjoy
homework with a trained teacher (shown in
the photo) and games after school hours.
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They also have access to computers for
extra learning.

Individual Livelihood Projects for deaf people include a
Pedicab business in Bacolod and Low-Odour Hog Raising
and Chicken Projects at Zamboanguita.

At our school in Kalay, Myanmar
the dining room and kitchen building
are completed with concrete rendered
brick walls and floor. This will be more
comfortable and much safer than the
woven bamboo kitchen that was a fire
danger. The Bathroom is also finished at
last so there is privacy for the students
now and a mechanical pump has been
installed instead of the hand pump
previously used.

There are now 31 students attending
the school since 7 new little ones started
in June this year. The new building has
given them lots of room and the large
second floor room is wonderful for
badminton and many other activities in
the rainy season. It was also used for
a ‘camp’ for deaf people from outlying
villages. Many of these village people
had never been to Kalay before. Signing
classes and drama were included in their
activities.

In Uganda we sponsor orphans and very
needy deaf students who attend various
schools that meet their individual needs.
Some young orphans are sponsored at
St Mary’s school. There are 5 primary
students at St Mark VIl School for the Deaf
at Bwanda now and they all have at least
one deceased parent. At a recent soccer match between
a hearing school and St Mark, our student Peter kicked
the only goal and also won two medals in the prestigious
Kampala Kids League. He is a promising soccer player.

The 4 students at Mulago School for the Deaf are
progressing well and 2 sat for their Primary Leaving
Examination this year.

At Wakiso Secondary School for the Deaf we need
sponsorship for 4 deaf students. They are very dedicated
and 2 of them have been elected Head Boy and Head Girl.
If you would like to sponsor one of these talented and hard
working students who are orphans of war or from very poor
families please contact me.
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Our Teachers’ College students, Absolom, Hakim, Ruth
and Simon have passed their
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first level exams and are now
gaining teaching experience in
schools for the deaf before they
return to Teachers College and
complete further study. The deaf
schools they are teaching at
while they are not fully qualified
are very poor and our student
teachers do not receive a salary
but rely on handouts. So they
are in dire need of continuing
sponsorship until they are fully
qualified, and we are very
grateful to their sponsors.

There are 3 students now studying at Kyambogo
University and another will commence in March next year.
Another young man, Joseph, is studying at Michelangelo
School of Creative Arts. He has completed his certificate
in Art and Design and will study for his Diploma next year.
He also had his first exhibition recently and received
acclaim for his drawing and painting. Rachel and Doris
are studying tailoring and catering at the Uganda Society
for the Deaf Vocational School. This shows the range of
skills our deaf students have and it is very satisfying to see
them complete secondary education and continue tertiary
education. All the students are very grateful for sponsorship
and the opportunity education gives them.

In Zambia Hastings and Maliza have passed their
exams and are enjoying school. Hastings has advanced
extremely quickly and has been promoted to grade 4 in
2013. Thank you to their sponsors.

The students at our school in
Kenya are very thankful for the new
waterproof brick dormitory. Mosquito
nets are needed because of malaria
in Kenya. The new solid gates are
completed and the teachers’ staff
room has been commenced. The
chickens continue to be a success
story for the school and farm
produce gives the students fresh,
nutritious food.

The older students are sitting their final National exams
now and the Graduation Ceremony and Christmas Party
were highlights for the school prior to going home for the
Christmas holiday. The new school year starts in early
January in Kenya.

Seven students have advanced to Kuja High School for
the deaf and they are very grateful for ongoing sponsorship
from their loyal sponsors.

Thank you dear sponsors and supporters.
This work could not continue without your
prayers and financial contributions. The
teachers, parents and students are very
grateful to you.

Jenny Reid — Voluntary Sponsorship Coordinator



