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Over 10 Deaf students are now studying
at Kuja High School, and we hope they will
become future leaders of the Deaf in Kenya.
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DMI Japan Spring 2015
- English -

Dear Friends and Supporters,

Spring is here and there is a a feeling of freshness and
anticipation, with many people starting new schools, new jobs,
moving house, and just enjoying the beauty of the season.
We send our best wishes to all our DMI supporters and pray
that the you will be blessed in the months ahead. This letter I
would like to share a couple of testimonies and give you a little
information from our schools.

Sylvia’s Story

Sylvia was born in Kisoro in 1994. Her mother was Rwandan
and her father was Ugandan. She has 2 sisters and 2 brothers.
Her mother passed away when she was just a toddler. Her
father re-married and the children were left in the care of
their grandmother. At 6 her father passed away too. Sylvia’
s grandmother became increasingly weak and struggled to
support herself and the little ones. It was far too expensive for
Sylvia to go to a school for the Deaf and pay hostel expenses.

DMI Uganda identified Sylvia as a child who needed
sponsorship and she attended Mulago School for the Deaf and
stayed in the dormitory there. Not long after she completed
primary education, her grandmother passed away. This was a
trying time for her.

She went to live with her married cousin and her 3 children
in a 10ft x 10ft house in the Kampala slum. They ate 1 meal a
day. Her sister’s husband was an apprentice mechanic with an
unstable income. Each day Sylvia walked 2 1/2 km. to school,
often on an empty stomach. There was no place for her to study
so she would walk to the DA office to do her homework and
often not leave until late in the evening. She now looks to DMI
for her meals and basic needs.

However Sylvia never wears a sad face, and helps with the
Deaf Youth team. She is very appreciative of the support DMI
has given her. Her dream is to complete a Diploma and start her
own business. She wants to help other Deaf children like herself.

Saw Monday’s Story

Saw Monday is a Deaf teacher of the Deaf at the Muir School
in Kalay, and his life has been transformed by education. He
came from the Karen tribe in Eastern Myanmar. His father was
killed by the Burmese Army when Saw Monday was young, and
his mother asked Pa Lian, our leader in Myanmar, to adopt her
son and keep him safe. Pa Lian has cared for him as his own
son. Saw Monday completed his education at Mary Chapman
School in Yangon, then trained as a teacher of the Deaf in
Mandalay. He has been a teacher at Kalay since 2009 and is
now happily married and has a baby son. He still visits his mum
in the mountains.

School Reports

Ligao, Philippines: In addition to the 96 students at
our school, 29 young Deaf have now joined the The Micro-
Enterprise Program, which helps school graduates start a living

by providing training and small loans to start mini businesses
such as roadside mini-stores selling drinks and homemade
food, delivering food to homes, sewing pillowcases, clothes or
handcrafts, selling kerosene, and even starting piggeries. Recent
Training Days have been conducted in sandal making, cooking,
sewing, body massage, pig feed mixing, and bookkeeping skills.

Davao, Philippines: Deaf Ministries Institute has more than
100 students, from kindergarten through college. There are 36
students at college level this year, and are achieving at a high
level - thanks to the sponsors of these older students. Some
previous graduates have become teachers or pastors of the
Deaf themselves. The students are also confident performers at
school and public performances, helping their self esteem. The
school building’s single story section was damaged by the flood
of 2010 and more recent earthquake to the extent that it needs
rebuilding - the photo shows the progress made so far.

Uganda: Individual deaf students who are orphans or from
very poor families are sponsored at schools as close as possible
to their homes. Three schools have several DMI-placed students
at each, and other schools have only one student. This photo
shows St Mary’s School in Mityana on a Visitation Day when
Stephen our school liaison officer visited them - he talks to the
students to encourage them to study. There are also meetings
with parents and guardians at our office to guide them on how
to help their child.

Kenya: The primary school called I.C.S.D. continues to
achieve the highest standard of scholastic achievement of
all the schools for the Deaf in Kenya. A group of government
officials recently visited the school to observe the teaching
that has produced such good results. The standard achieved is
exceptional because some students come from families who are
peasant farmers or live on very meagre incomes. Other children
are ‘inherited’, meaning that their father has passed away
and an uncle ‘inherits’ his brother’s wife and family; often it is
financially difficult for the large combined family to provide for
all the children. After a long spell of drought, the school farm is
again producing nutritious fresh vegetables and fruit; a recent
harvest included corn, beans, and sweet potatoes. Also, there
are two bulls for ploughing, three dairy cows, a new calf, three
sheep, and lots of poultry that are laying well. However, 25
chickens were lost to a wild cat that invaded the chicken house
at night.

Myanmar: The Muir School for the Deaf in Kalay has grown
to 30 students. In addition to teaching, our teachers have been
writing an Alphabetical Sign Language Burmese Dictionary, as
there has never been a full Burmese Signing Dictionary. After
many years of hard work, it is now being checked and corrected
prior to publishing.

Thank you, sponsors and supporters. This work
could not continue without your interest and financial
contributions. We are very grateful to you.

If you or a friend would like to sponsor a student, or
would like to have your sponsorship money debited
directly from your P.O. account, please contact Nobuko
Dangi by email:

nobud@dmail.plala.or.jp

Warmest greetings to you all.
Alayne Madore



